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*Relrng Commonweath Raitways Commissioner Honored.

VALEDICTORY TO M™MR. NORRIS G BELL, C.B.E. M. INST. C.E

Memorial Tablet Unveiled by the Hon, T. Paterson.

A function which will long e re
membered as most unigque v Railway
histoyy, wus witnessed opn Monday
last, 24th, June, when a large gpather-
ing. represcutiative of every branch
of Comwonwealth Hailway men and
their families nand towns people Fen-
eraliy, usseimbled at the station build-
ings, 'ort Augusta, on the occasion
uf the anvelling of a tablet which had

tration, tne pre-conceivend uotion thit
fiie Trons-Auastralion line was dess
V] 1o Be o iite elephant, had been
rnlaifionl, nnd o omost gralfvine meas-
it 0t suctuss hod bheen achieved,
O lahnh the fottlers he wished
iheir paest long 1ife amd happiness,
aed i odoang so theyr alse desired

wifetr eonerntulaiions 1o him on the
well-meritol sfistinetion conforred by
Pl Mujesty e King. He extemndsd

i
Ny

been serected 1o commemorate  the . ;

wiervices rendered By the  Retimge ' e, Giuhian their Dert wishes on

Commonwealth Railwavs Commission. (1 SPPROHUIEGL oy Cammissioner.

or. Mr. Nortis G. Iell, C:BE. M. tnst  and trnsted thay under his capable

CE. administratbrg e sanie joegre
[ie uewly-appointed Commissioner wouhd b rmaintaded

Mr George A, Gahan, was an the chair, M Gieo, MeAuley, for the Works

aud, in addition to the guest of honor,
there were seated on the dals with

ARy ST, spdd thul he appreclated
tles upportunity  of representing the

Liw. the Jfonurably Thomas Paterson,  Porr M=ty Workshops  ar this
M. Minister of State for Markets pleasant function  Thes wern Brati
amd  Trausport, and Mr., Edward  tcd o thie honor that had deeen bess
Simms, Seerefary, Commonwealth | tuwen on My, Boll which could nuf
Rallways, | bave been pukicesd oy hetter Sioulilers.

The proceedings opened with the
Song of Australia, =ung by the gath-
vring, after which Mr. Gahan, in in-

They hoped that My, Bell's contel-
plated visit 1o Scotlund wuihld su i
vigorate hiw i health thay e would

toducing  Mr., Paterson, veferred to | retuen with pellewynd VIgor L oy
the greet pleapure it gave him to pre- hte many vears which wll 1visted
<ide wver such @ representative gath- | were before him. — 1he Workshops

cvinke assembled o bid farewell 1o
Ar. Dell.  AMr. Guhan apelogised ior
the abeence of Mr. W. L. Arlleit,
(‘hief Traflic Manager, who, owing o
smportant duties in North Australia,
conuld nog Le prosent, but who aszkeil
Lim to express his regret at hi= vn-
foreed absence, and assuring  theul
that e = with them all in the spirif
of the nmeeting. Mr. Gahan stated
that coarll seotiog of the Railways ae-
vivities was represented at the meet-
i, and they deglred 1o volee dhelir
folicitations amd Ln eXPress their ap:
precintlon of My Bell.

A |o Wishart. rvepresenting  the
Wav & Works section, thanked Mr.
el Lon the Kindly vonsideration he
ool fivays given to their o esl jre

sithteates (s, They reulised that, aw-

tiy ALY, Trdl.

siaff, th o saviam farewsll
congratula.

wished oy tender thedy
tiony to iy SHcessol.

AMr. T, Chinnery desived 1o eatond
16 Mr. Bell, on beliglt of the Trafic
section, their very best wishes and
their appreciation of the kKimlly treat:
ment alwevs received by the staff.
Their Railwipys were secoud to noue,
and the sound position of the Com-
monwealth Railwiays wus due to his
guldance. The statl Telt o personal
pleasure thut thic was =0, nnd this
was doubtless u seurce of wuch grati
fivation 1o Mr. Bell. They joined in
congratulatiog of the eigral  honor
bestowed by the King, aud, with 1he
other sar jons of the =ervice, wisted
their pew Commissioner overy sue
g in his sttt fon.

for 1o slr. Bell's capable adnnnis M, I Griffen,  (Lawen Rannivg
‘I!'i.!‘.il'.ll, L jirE-i‘Dnl’!l’!i\'\\l'll ]]nth'}u Thﬂt 51‘.""{“]11’ T"h'i'll Ihi' u|l111‘l.'k‘iutil‘.}ll ft‘ll
¥ RS e SN T i o i ke o Tindnode ohfwn
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Seetion) voleed the appreciation relt
for (e many avts of kindness shown
by Mr. Bell. espeecially 10 those roki-
dent in the more isolated portions of
I 1hie Mailways Ay, Bell's periodical
vielts of inspection were always wel-
eomed, and his  unfailing courtesy
wus a leature of his administration.
Not only had the Trans-Anstralian
Vine vindicated jts existence
A, Deil's management, bt much
maney T been saved in conection

with the Centra! Australian Raillway

because of his wise foresight. My,
Griffen cxpressed the desire that Mr,
Iell would enjoy manv years of gooid
Lealth in order that he may see the
guceess of the organization on the
foundations which he had so ably
jaid. He also desived to cxtend to
Mr., Gahan thelr copgratulations on
his approintment.

Mr. W, Butchart spoke oun behalf
of the Clepical Division and North
Anetralia and  Canberra  sections.
They a1l reeognised (he sterline sl
fries of Mr. Dell, and were very pleas.
ed that this tablet had heen erected
durng his Ufe time and in bhis pres
BLCE, His able work ss Commis-
sioner had placed him in the fore{rent
of raflway administrators in Austve-
lia. They thanked him for his
kindly consideration of all matters
pertaining to the Srufl, and woere e
Hghted that he had been honored by
the King. He desired to extend cob-
gratulations to Mr. Gahan us the new
Commissioner.

My, W, €. Crowle, speaking jor the
Por; Augusia  Sub-Dranch of the
LS.A..  thanlked M. Belt for the
cquare deal e had always gven o
members of 7. Luagde,  He Wi

also pleased (hat the new Commis |
cloner wad @, Australiun and A
bl 615 .00 T

Municipal Tribute.

Alr. K. H. Hunter, Mayor of Port
Augusta, said that he represeuied
the municipality of Port Augusla, in
expressing to Mr. Bell their appre
eintlon of the many Kindnesses he
had extended, The Commonwealth
Railways had made Port Aagusia
fnto o properods towh. AMr., Bell's
administration was youponsible  for
the: eleetric Mghting  of the iown.
Thee all desived that Mr. el would
hive meny happy vears ahead, and it
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PLIEY @l ML UL peeany we=s ;
Live many happy years ahead, and i
wionld alwars give them gredt lods-
w10 el hime again o Port Auzus-
il would ask Mr. Bl iy -
their very best wislies to Mrs
In congratularing M. Cealyn
appoinime us Wi wished i

i the maintaiene: (11}
M

Lit.
V¥
Bell.
TV B
Cvery
th hin
Bell.
“Turning of the Scu” Recalled,

Alr. Beerworth, Mayor of Port Aw
plista West sadd thar they had coms
poeether to bid farewell to ope of the
most outstandinge fignres in Australis
to-day.  He remembercd the turning
of the swl in Port Augunsta aud e
eompletton of e line from Port A
EuATn Kalzooriie, During  the
vours, Eovernments liwd  come il
pone, bhut one mii had vemainesl 5u
Liis job, and that man was tho retir-
fng Commissioner. He thought the
anecess of the Rautlway wWis partly
due 1o the co-operation of the employ-
evx.  He expressed his satisfaction
on behalf of the people vr Port At
gusta West o thoe houor conferred ou
2ir lell by the King. When in turm
Mr, Gahan cae o lay down the yes:
ponsibilities of the position ot IL’um—
monwealili Railways Commissioner,
he sincerely hoped that his sBuCUeRsOT
woulil be another ort Augusta wall.
In conclusion, Mr. Deerwoerth oo
veved to Mr, Bellithe very hest w sl
ps of the people of Port Augustd
West.,

alr. 1. R. Helds, Mavor vl Daven-
port, alzo expressed  his very sl
wishes o Mr. Bell referring 10 the
very pleasunt yelativns  which harel
existed between the Commonwealth
Railwavs Commisisoner gud  that
municipality, They trusted that My
Bell's trip abroad would be of mreat
benefit e bin.

Mr, R. Thompson in the ubsence
of the Mavor of Quorn, whv regret-
ted Dbeing unablg to he prescut, Tep
resentod Ll andeipality, and =uid
that the prople o (0o atil distriet
bl always held Mr. Bl dn hizh ve-

e

b =twddied aohieved by

gard,  Me. Bell always gave (ull eon-
aideration o ey guesks, and Jaul
done whatever he vould lo et
them.

e, Edword Sims vefereed o rhe
high estecm felt for Ar. Pell in the
Head Office ap  Melbourne. After
their daily association with Mr. Lhedl
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A e

their dally assuciation with My, Lell
for so many years they were perlisps
hest gnalified to say jusi what Mr.
Bell's administration Lad meant 1o
the Commonwealth Ruilwayvs,  They
would all miss him berause of nld
pesocintions.  Right throwghout Aus-
tralla Mr. Bell was highly esteemed.

Desides his monumental work in cou-
nectlon with the Trans-Avstralian
Railway, Mr. Bell had had the res-
ponsibilitics of the Grafton to Kyokle
Raflway.,  They were sorrs te lpge
Mr. Bell, vet glad indeod to find Mr.
Gahan.  They congratulated him on
his promotion and would all he pleas-
ed 1p extend their best assistance to
Mr. Gahan as they had to Mr. Bell,
and would work in the endeavor to
make the Commounwcealllh: Rotlwuays
the high water mark in the veilwoys
of Australia. !
The Chairman, Mr. Gahan, stated
that before asking the Honorablg e
Mmister to unveil the tablet, he de- |
sived to expiress his appreclation of |
the way ln which all sections of (he
atafl had responded o the invitation
1o recoginise Mr. Bell's services as the
first Commonwealth Railways Com-
missioner.  The reeponse had-tiadeed |
been magnificent, anwild elearly indleil-
ed the very high esteem in which Mr. |
Bell was held by evervone connected
with the Railways service, Sub- ‘
seriptions had been received from the
stufl of the Trans-Australian, Central
Anstralio. and North Australis Rall-
wavs, from the Melbourne and Uan
berra staff, aud also from Messre G,
Hobier and T. [ Moyes who pre oW
cngoged with  the Northr Australia
Commission, bt who previgusly were
prominent members of tire O omopaOn-
wealth Raflwayvs sial My, Galian
aiddedd that he was pleazed to ]}4.-.Lr
the remarks of the vepresentative:
oi the variouns sections who had spe-
key that evening, and also from thoss
gentlemen representing the muniei- |
palities. My, Bell would be pleased
to know thaut he retived from office
with the hest wishes of the men who
had worked nnder bim and of all sec-
vione of the community,  The.fane
vion that evening hail booen well o

ganise by the loeal comimitiee, Al
S Present huad

the lrge  asscmbinge 1

miide e ceremony the most gratiiy- |

ik SHUCess, He would now ask |
Srpabs b !
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TREGIREL” L HL" PR p—— S -
1k SHUCess. He wonld
the Honorable the Minister 1o unveil
the tablet anmd alsy tn make a Prosen
prian to Mr. Bell,

sl i [oT pravoidaie awimenes
alwo voad from the Hon, T, But

AW :
1L W. Harvey, M=%

vorfteld and 3.

Thet  Hopoeralle  CFleuics Fractatimuil,
wliin ;+[11|-]"[.{i-=1_-1|, for Fhe s e,
throush ilnwess. Gl Al A WU Lariged,

Al . o the pisiriet, =il iy he
uad kuown Mr. Bell (o Wy Yeurs.
anil telt plea=ed 0 he present W
sipw lis respect on T R I L L
No preater tribute pould be patd a0
ans man on his Tetirement thoat L
e surromded by S0 mauy membel's
of thy lailway servicy whu repras
ented every section ol the servies
aver which v bl Thadd vontrol for
miiny Years My Bell wos =eotoir
mnn', Born it Dharpdes il 1_-11'.11‘11‘.13:{'( nt
Fdinhorouzh. Loater D 'lw-! gin_nl:d
cxperience with on engineering thm
in Glasgow aml wlso with railway con-
aud then eame 19 Anstralia

trectors, 'h

to take wp Iailwual work Ol 'tth:
neenslund  Hadlwors Aot

" AMr Bell

hig works carried oul tlivre, :
el controlled thae vopstruction ot the
hridee over  the Latnra Biver, and
wany hondreds of miles of railway
constraction, e doined the Conl-
pionwealth Rallwoys early In 1914 o
tuke part in the linking of Hapt and
Mr. Bell had aleo had the
control of the North Australia UHuw,
anid was responsible for the exionsion
of thuat Ruilway from FPine Crecel to
Birdum Creek, building an importaut
bridze over the Katherine River, and
e Ouodnadatta—Allee Sprioes line
e Lad buen re=pousiile for b
struction of over 2000 wmiles of riil-
way §y Quecnsland and 1.our miles
of Cummuopwenlth Ratlway: i all
v ann miles, o abouy ols Saoyvonth
of the rotal mbleaee o rilway in
Austrudia The Commonwenlih sl
state Governments liaul Freently dode
gated their Rallways Commissioners
to work out the cost juvolved in uni
fving the railway gauges usd vompared
with the cost estimated in 1822, Mr.
Bell bad been appointed Chairman of
this Commission.  Recently he tihe
Hoporable the Minister)  had Trezerny

~met by the Chairman of the Victorian

Ruflways Commissioners, who Thad
brought with him a letler wigoed h:
the whole of the State Commissioners
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the whole of the State Commissioners
gaving that they had fuwt learny thot

—

iContinued gn Page %.)

Valedictory to Railways
il

——
{continued from Page 1}.

Mr. Bell would by retiring from the
Railwayvs Service, and requested that |
his mervices be retained as Chairman
of the commission dealing with th&'
uniformity of gaunge, at least tmtll!
that work was completed.  Although |
the work would take six months, and
Mr. Bell had s=tarted hiz retiring
leave, he had agreed 1o carry on.
During the War, Mr, Bell had done |
# lot of Red Cross work, and was &
member of thy Military Council a3 |
Military Director of Australian Rail- |
ways. The honor conferred on Mr.
Bell by Mis Majesty the King wase
justly deserved. It was also an hon-
or te the employees of the Common-
wealth Railwavs to have such n de-
gree conferred on one who repres-
ented them. Mr. Paterson was
pleased to have the honor to unveil
u tablet as a recoguition of Mr. Bell
as A rallwayman. It was rather un-
usual to give recognitiop during the
lifetime of any person; such honors
ugually came after death; and in this
the honor conferred on Mr. Bell was
unusual and was perhaps parallel
with the recoguition couferred on
Royce, also an engineer, Who was
somewhat similarly honored during
his lifetime. Mr. Paterson then an-
veiled a handsome bronze tablet

reading: —

s“Morris G@. Beil, C.B.E., M. Inst,
C.E., Engineer in Chief 19141917—
Controlling the construction of
the Trans-Australian Railway,
and First Commonwealth Rail-
ways Commissioner, 1917-1828.
This Tablet was erected on his
retirement by mambers of all
sections of the Commonwealth
Railways Staff as a token of ihe
high esteem in which he was held
and to commemorate hiz success-

il mdmalmicbeatinm |
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and to commemeorate his SUCCESE-
ful administration.”

He alasp preseuted Mr. DBell. oy be-
balf of the Commonwealth Railways
sraff thronghout Aunstralis. o smohkers
ouriit, and humorously remiarked that
“AMy Lady Nicotine” wonld Do even
tore favored b the Fecipiont fn rhie
suture,

Mr. Bell's Response.

M. Bell, who was gEiven an ovatisi
unt rislng to vrespond, seld  thot 11
found it difficnlr to suitahly thank the
speakers for ihelr many  kind v
merks, and Mo appreciited this oop-
portumity T Sl furewell, Mo el
Kuown many ol those present siae
e become  FEngineer in Chivr 15
yeldrs ago. [ Bad been Commis
slonmer for 12 vears, «and wondergd
how he would fill in hi= time with
lio definite ocenpation, He fely, how-
ever, like the man who gaid, “Don’l
monrn for me now, don't mouny for
ma never, 1 am going to dn nothing
for ever and over)” The ruegretted
ceasing 10 be o railwayman, aud
memher of that greap hrotherbood ot
Raodlway men IIe folt proud of his
wesociation wih the Commonwealth
Ruflwavs serviee, and wis Rure thut
it held Its own with any railway sur:
viee in the world. This undouhieds
Iy was largely due 1u the keen inter-
est talen fn the railway by the men
who worked it. He thought that
this meeting was unique in Railway
services, in that all gectiong of the
Depariment wera represenied, He
expressed his thanks [or the tablet
which he sald was exactly what he
would have desired most. The gath-
vring to-night was suficient Aassur-
apce to him that what he bhad done
had been appreciated. He wag very
grateful 1o them for the smoking out-
fit which would always be o reminder
of the Commonwealth Railways, and
of the mep With whom he had worked
in that service.

Before the gathering broke up, Mr.
Gahan invited all pregent 10 proceed
to the Davenport Hall. where a social
evening wounld be held to  conclude
the cersmony.

The ovening at the =iation u:m.b
cluded with the singing of “E:or_hen
a jolly gooid fellow™” and the Notional

Anthem,

Social and Dance.
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Social and Dance.

The concer!l Programme ﬂubm_-ltlu.::rl_

at the Da\'unpﬂ{t :Lm;\:ﬂ ;I:EHE:;.
W, E. Male, (13

::ﬁ:, Voice Choir, the .'\laanulin glﬂ::
Mossis H, McDounuld and V. Har h:
« of & high standard, and thoroug
by one of the largest
andiences  evey peen in that :1#11‘.
During the evening the Hou. the ;’i 1;1
i=ter Prandd el L Alr, Bell for :'Il.l'r.*-. ii[ ..
a hand=oiy dizmond IH'UUI.'J.J.“ : -:1
sl thist exery g:u:'nd i rwvrura;;'l
the wondorfn] nsslstine. wf III. ;.;] ¢
wite, ntul e was BURe that .\hv_:, ‘[‘tf“
had bern o belprmate 10 Mr. .LT
during thelr mmeried 1 T .."Lll.‘l. "l:"..ll
peaponded hikerly oy Pt ol ."flh.
Feell, and statesd dhot 3t wan s whit
ui1-¢! cofneidence 1hat the pees: (TRETRRLLSL|
oi tiee diamond brooch wus g at
A rimee which approximated Ty
plegey i 1 1.'--11!|1T‘1i'|'i|"rﬂ v e
thi WL e
‘h.:\l}i;:'t;l'q!":' ] {I:'ll!!"-'” pronrian 1
per was served b comimitto ol
tadivs, npstaicly,  Musdaames Pottur.
Made, Hodeve. A KL Hizcinson, €H,
M letn. Snow ] Wilk it AgTer
suppor the reteinies ours til il
nighy were flud i by the pouiger
folli unving 1o music Kindly providud
by the Melodians Orehestra, My, ‘1,1,,_
l'f. Ml perioe s AL atvl the Nt
jouul Anthem concluded d most vl
jovable evening, which was wndoubt-
ey w wonderful tribute o the popu-
turity of Mr. Bell, unid of his Sueress.
ful adinindsteation as Commonwenith
Hailmeavs Uimnind=sinier

Wil E
iy appreciated

— et | e
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