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CITIZENS’ TRIBUTE
LATE MR. OFLYNN

MEMORIAL UNVEILED

——

A bronze memorial plague erected
in the Lismore council chambers in
memory of the late Mr, James Francis
O’Flynn was unveiled in the presemce
of & representative gathering last
night. The plaque Lears a bust of
Mr. O'Flynu in bas relier and the in-
seription ;: Born 1842, Died 19826.
Founded in 1883 with his partner
Lismore’s first engineering works.
Seven years Mayor of Lismore, 1889-93
1896-99. A prominent fighter for the
establishment of sewerage treatment
works in Igismore; these were complet-
ed in 1805. Honourable in public and
private life and to the day of his
death freely gave his time, talent and
money to develop his town and North
Coast distriet and sought as his
only reward the weltare and comfort
of his fellow citizcns. The Mayor
(Ald., D, MecA. Ross) presided at the
gathering and Mr. J. H. Frith, chair-
muan of the O'Flynn Memorial Com-
mittee, performing the unveiling.

Members of the family present were
Mrs. J. F. O'Flynn (Lismore), Mr,
J. A. O’Flynn (Lismore), Mesdames J.
A. Daley (Alstonville), Mrs, J, Leary
(Booval, Q.), Mra, C. F. Kane (Lis-
more}, Miss E, O'Flynn (Lismore),
Others present included the Mayor and
Mayoress (Ald. and Mrs. D, MecA.
Ross), Messrs. J. H. Frith and J.
Stewart (president and secretary of
the O'Flyan Memorial Committee),
Canon A. G. Moore, Dean Hennessy,
Aldermen W. Frith, W. H. Caterson.
R. White, N. W, Sidnev, Col, F. J.
Board. Messrs T. J. Doolan. J. BR.
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Board, Messrs T. J. Doolan, J. B.
(‘arlton, 8. MecLean, W. G. Bondfield,
J. Maloney, T. O'Leary, F. Mattreas.
S. W. Hodge, D. Bohane, A. T. Strat-
ford, W, Hurlev, A, M. Sullivan, W. F,
McDermott, V. M. MacDermott, Mr.
and Mrs. J. C. MeclIntosh, senr. C.
Kane, A. €. Dunstan, R. E. Friend,
C. W. Grimwood, and H. Wratt.

HISTORY OF MEMORIAL

Mr. Frith traced the history of the
memorial movement as follows :—*¢It
devolves upon me to-night to give a
resume or explanation of the labours
of the committec appointed to carry
out the work in connection with the
erection and completion of what is
known as the J. F. O'Flynn Memorial,
It will be remembered about four
years ago a movement was made to
acknowledge the servieces in public
matters of the late J. F. O'Flynn,
who was an alderman for 13 years,
and during that period oceupied the
Mayoral chuir for seven years. Besides
taking a lively interest in hospital
matters, also the drainage schcme of
the losver river, he was an ardent New
Stater and later & member of the
Primary Producers’ Union of this
distriet,

‘““A good sum was collected in the
room and, Dr. Kellas presiding, the
following gentlemen were appointed ay
a committee to carry out and eolleet
the neccssary funds for the pur
'pose: V., B. MacDermott, C, H.
Riley, P. W. Davis, G. J, Elliott, the
late C. A. Barham, also the late Cap-
tain Storey; John Stewart was ap-
pointed secretary and J. H. Prith
chairman, After  publieity was
given to the projeet subseriptions
flowed in from all parts of the dis-
triet, demonstrating thc esteem in
'whieh the deeeased gentleman was held,
until the sum of £130 had been raised.
It then devolved on the committee to
procure something suitable for the oe-
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procure something suitable for the oe-
eagsion. In the first place a eontract
was entered inio with a Sydney firm,
but to the total disappointment of tha
committec, the memorial did not meet
their approval and did not ecomplr
with the contraet.

ARBITEATOR'S VERDICT

“This was followed by a lot of eon-
tentious matter amnd eorrcspundence,
which led to the appointment of an
attorney in Sydney iustructed by Mr.
Stewart and keenly ase:sted
free of all costs by  Mr.
V. B. . MacDermott, solicitor, a
member of the committee. A ruwr
amount of expensc was ineurred by
this. The attorney had to be employed
and an expert artist appuvinted to
arbitrate on the casting. After much
delay and correspondence the arbitra
tors found in favour of the committee.
After all this work Mr. Stewart wue
again appointed to make <further
inquiries, which proved more suceess-
tul. A econtract was entered into with
a Brisbane artist, Mr. Muller, who
undertook the work of an eleetrie
casting, bhut, after strenuous efforts,
had to revert to a bronze casting.
which yon will see here now. Al
those difliculties prevented the com-
mittee being able to carry out the
unveiling on the day of the open-
ing of the new council ehambers, Tho
late Captain Storey, first selected to
pezrform the unveiling, was a sineere
friend of the late J. }'. O’Flvnu. Hence
it falls to my duty to give an explana.
tion to the many friends and subserib.
ers t0 the memoriai.

‘I would like to say that the un-
tiring efforts of the secretary, Mr.
Stewart, for the last four years—
assisted by Mr. V. B. MaeDermoti—
have been most strenuous, and, L am
sure will never be forgotten by the
committee and relations of the late
J., F, O'Flynn. All the committee
meetings were properly earried out

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article94119214



Northern Star (Lismore, NSW : 1876 - 1954), Friday 30 January 1931, page 5 (4)

meetings were properly earried out
aud reeorded by the secretary, and,
aftcr paying all expenses, a few shil-
lings still remain to partly meet stamps
and stationery and should any of the
subscribers wish for an audit ot
accounts Mr. Stewart will only be too
pleased to give any information s
long as they are prepared to pay amy
increased expenscs as all the funds at
the committee’s disposul are just about
evxhausted.’’

Mr. Frith alse thanked Mr. . H.
Riley for his assistance and weni on
to spcak of the work cf the late Mr
O’Flynn and the public activities he
had continued almost to the last hour
of his life, |

The flag draping the piaque was
then removed by Mr, Frith, who after. |
vards asked the Mayor to accept tne
memorial on behalf of the committre
and citizens of Lismore and maintain

it in perpetuity.
LONG SERVICE

The Mayor aceepted the memorial
on behalfl’ of the couucil and munieipal-
ity and, in dealing with the work of
the late Mr, O 'Flynn, said that his
activities had not been limited to

local government. The late Mr.
O'Flynn had worked for the Lismore
Distriet Hospital and was a foundation
member of the A. and I. Society, for
the Mayor had found Mr. O'Flyan’s
nume in the records of the hospital as
a ecommitteeman 23 jesrs ago, Me
was one of the 20 men who had
launched the A. and I. Society, the
only one of whom now living waa Mr.
W. Lockett. The Mayor spoke of the
late My. O'Flynn as the »»n respon-
sible for the intruduction of a sewer-

servico in Lismcre and pointea
out that Lismore was a successful aud
prosperous town chiefly owing ta the
far-sightedness of the men controliing

alaria bhdsminlstesdian in tha sarlie dawa
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TAr-SlgNieqness oI L0e men Ccunirouing

civie administration in the ecarly days

of Lismore.

The Mayor econcluded with the

quotation:

““An houcst man here lies a* rem

Av eer God with His image lest,

The friend of man, the frieud of trutk,

The friend of age, the guide of youth,

Few hearts like his with virtue
warmed,

Few  heads with knowledge 80
informeg;

If there’s another world, he lives in
bliss,

If there is none, ue made the best af
this. "

‘“A POWER IN COUNCIL"

Ald. White said that when he en-
tered the council iu 1900 or 1901 the
late Mr. O’Flynn had completed s
wrms as Mayor. But he was still a
power in the council and his chief char-
acteristics were his solidarity, industry
and pertinacity. No man deserved
greater honvur from Lismore than the
late Mr. O'Flynn. It was unforituuate
that so often the nice “aings to be said
about a mau's public activities were
not said unbil after his death, and Ald.
White hoped that the Mayor’s refes-
ence to the work of Mr. Lockett would
fall on fertile ground, a point tha® he
(Ald. White) did not wish to stress be-
cause of his clos¢ association with Mr.
Loeckett over many years. Ald. White
also mentioned that the opposilion to
the sewerage service did not come from
outgide the town. Those who knew the
benefits of that service and another as
valuable—the water service—migh¥ be
surprised to know that the imstallation
of both services was bitterly opposcd
by some citizens who formed vhe non-
progreasive element to be found im
every town them and now. He conm-
eluded with further referemces to Mr.
O’Flynn’s work.

Dean Hennessy desired briefly to ex-
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. Dean Hennessy desired briefly to ex-
press his meed of appreciatiou of the
late Mr. O’Flynn and said %hat he
knew Mr. O'Flynn as a personal friend
—one who it was a privilege to know.,
Dean Hennessy concluded by referring
to Mr. O'Flynn as a great townsman,
a great man, and a great Christian.

| Messrs. J. B. Carlton, W. Hurley,
Canon Moore, Messrs. T. O ’Leary, S.
W. Hodge (on behalf of the Lismore
Chamber of Commerce) added their
wributes.

The Mayor referred to the good work
done by the committee, especially the
secretary, Mr. Stewart.

Mr. Maloney proposed a vote of
thanks to “he ecommittee and Mr.
| Stewart, and said that the attendance
|that night was a source of pleasure to
him and others of the older generation
of Lismore residenta and evidenece of
the public appreciation of the work.

. Mr. MacDermott responded om be-
half of “he committee,
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