The Late Archdeacon :
Child,

UNVEILING OF MEMORIAL
TABLET IN 8T, LUKE'S.

SuoeTLY after the death, in &um:li!
Inst, of the Rev. Coles Child, B.A.,
who for 17 years was incuombent of
this parish, a movement was institated
here for the porpose of perpetuating
his memory by the erection of a
memorial of some kind in the Church,
Tho lnte archdeacon, as most of our
readers are doubtless aware, wan the
socond incambent of this parish, and
minislered to the spiritaal wants of
his flock here between the years 1853
aua 8700 HE mureover was moarrida
to m danghter of tke first incumbent,
the Hev. John Moreo, who began his
Inbors in the parish as far back ns
1840, and whose memory is kept
recn by a tablet in the Chareh erected
E}' itd early parishioners. It will thas
be feen how closely the late Arch-
deacon Child was associated with the
Eiaunriug work of the Charch of
ingland in this parish, nnd we might
ldcﬁ of the diu:-?vu. The movement
for the erection of the memorial was

initinted by Mr. N F. Asser, whose as-
sugiation with the Charch dates back
to the earliest times, To him and
to the old membara of the Church, the
decease of Coles Child sorved to re-
vived memories of nlmost baif a cen-
tary back, since when the changes in
colonial life have been mapy and wvast,
and Svone itself has sprung from a
forest with a few scattered dwellin
to a full.blown muouicipality, —To
thoso early members of the Church
still amoogst us the life and work of
the deceased minister is of peenliar in-
'terest, and (o those of the present
| generation it is scarcely less when we

enrn sud reflect ou the changed order
of things, 1he vunssitudes, and Lie Try-
ing conditions under which the aini-
sters in those early dayas carried oo
their noble, self-denging work.,

At a meeting of the parishioners of
St, Lake's, held shortly afcer the death
of the deceased archdeacon, it was de-
gided that a  tablet  showld be
rused to his memory. The iablet, of |
marble, has now been placed near the |
douor ot the front vatrance, and just
over the fout. The words are

Tis the 3;umury
0

Tne Kev. Colrs Chinup, B A,

L
e Tolala dfallnee  Moamblello.
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Sr. John's Unllege, ('mm'h-n'.ﬂge,
Incomlent of this I'nri.:h from 1832 to 1870,
[I1EE
Afterwards Canon of Clirist Chureli

il
Archilencon of Newcastle, 1o this hogese.

This tablet is erected by the Purishioners
and friends ut 3eons.

Entered into rest, 20th Augnst, 1503,
Aged o0 years.

[The tablet was procored from
Messrs, Patton Bros, Pitt-street,
Sydney.]

The snveiling of the mumorial took
place last evening in conoection with
the organ recital given by Mr A.
Linley Scott, organist of St. Panl's,
West Maitland, on the completion of
the repairs avd rewovations of
the organ.  I'he Bishop had been in-
vited to perform the ceremony, bat
was unable to be present: and the
Ven, Archdeacon White, of Muswell-
brook, was preseut in his stead, There
wos o very large congregation, the
sitting accommodation ¢f the Church
being tazed to the ulmost. A portion
of the Evening Service was goune!
thraugh, and byious sung, after which |
the  Archdeacon nfmnced. op |
posite the covered tablet, and pulling a
string, unveiled it in tke orthodox
manney. The Archdeacon next as
cen led the palpit, and taking for his |
text, Heb. xii , 1, * Wherefora seein
we also are compasged abont with se
great a cloud of witneases, let us la
aside every weight, and the s 'whiui '
doth so casily besct as, and let os run
with patience the ruce that is set be-'
fure us,” delivered a short address on
the life and work f im whose memory
the tablet was songht to perpetoate.
He prefaced his remarks by expressing
the pleasure bie felt ou learning of the
lnrge attendunces at the eight-days’
wission that had jost Leen browght to
a close. He hoped that the words of
advice of the cloqoent and earnest
fuinister who had just been speaking
to thewn wonld sink deeply iuto their
bearts, and be fraitlul. * Speaking on
the present oceasi.n, ho wosld have
preferred that this memorial should be
one of use or ornament to the Chareh
The memorial, he said, was owne of a
guod and fairhfol seevant of God—one
of the carliest, most self-denying, and
carpest mimsters of God thoy had ever
had iu this diocese.  Of the early lile,
up to §2 years of nge, of Culea Child
they knew very litte,  He was, e be-
lieyed, boru juthat great gity of Lon-
don, und v lis schosl days woes o
fellaw punil of good Bishon Boodle
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U, WUG T IS BCHUTE OAYS WAS 0
fellow pupil of good Bishop Boodle,
nud it nas n remarkable evineidenes
that the =ime mea shoold afterwards
liave aguin  become  closely  as
sovcinted in Chureli work out here,
wsl in the same dweese,  He tgok e
A degree ut St Juhw's College,
Cambridge, ard fce a pmo followed
weveantile pursgits The training e
there got charne evised his after life
e wat the most methodical of men,
the most methodical he (the Arch-
deacon) ever met ; and the information
hie poescssed and his perfect koo aledge
of evergthing velating to the early s
tory of tie Cbhurch in this diocese had
often bewn of jgreat value. Ho was
ordained o deacon in 1849, and w
privat on Sept 22, 1850, For three
wd w balfl years, doving 1549 and
1552, he mumstered in the Clareoce
River district, where in thase early
days, whou the wenos of tinvelling
were very differvut to what lhﬁ}' Aate
vow, he eodared many perils by laod
as well ns by water in careying on the
work of bis Sacred Master. 1In
1852, he was appointed to the parish
of Scevne, wheu he minmstered among

his flock for 17 years. They must |
not (hiok Beone was the same then na
they saw it mow. Thers were no
railways, nor macadamised roads to
travel upon ; and the parish thes was
of wast wize, reaching ns far
a8 Morroraodi  on  the north,
Merriwa on the west, aod took in
Rounchel, Gundy, and all the Upper
Hunter. These places had all to be
reached with meavs of travelling
vastly differeat to what they now
arjorad  The method of livieg maes
di t then. There were no pad-
docks, as now, and tho sheep were
lended by, shepherds. There were no
churches §at the Wybong, Thorn-
thwaite, Bunpan, Gundy, and such
remote places o those days, and the
mivister had lo visit the shepherds’
bata, dod out his flock, aod uoder
the blee cauopy of heaven, hold his
serviors sometimea to con tions of
two or three. The no idea of
the difficulties and laborious work of
clergymen iv those days. Yet he did
not think tbere was a part of Lhe
parish even to Lhe remotest, that was
oot yisited by their departed friend,
wor une to whom ho wasnot periona'ly
known. In those dags they bad to
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known. In those dags they baed to
attend to the schools ss well. They
had = flourishing parochial school
bere, conducted by a faithiul teacher,
Mrs. Ledger, with her husband, and
he had no doubt many of their scholars
were present there that evecing.
Verily, thoy owed muoch to their faith-
ful pastor. For ten years or mare, he
was his (Archdeacon White's) neigh- |
bor in the adjoining parish of Mas-
wellbrook, and they often visited each
other. He always looked back with
feelings of pleasure npon that acquaint-
anceship so many years ago. In 1870,
he was removed to Morpeth, to a
higher position of adminisération,
though mol & more important cne.
There he breame the teasted friend
nod counsellor of Bishop Tyrrell, and !
the adviser of Bishop Pearson. Bishop
Pearson often remarked that he owed
miuch to him for his wide and perfect
knowledge of the affairs of the diccese
At Morpeth bhe remained for 16}
years. He became cexon and afler.
wards archdeacon, and was admiris-
trator in 187U il the instalintion of
Bishop Pearson.  In 1886, he rotired,
but was spared to live twelve years
longer, Thongh feeble wn body, b |
continned active in mioid, and il nis
dyiug duy manifested o warm intevest
in the work of the Choreh, and his
ull  parish. He cootinued their
advizer on all matlers relating to the
vty diwducy of dhe SMurcd o oiis
diocese, Li they required any infor-
mation, they had need only to refer to
him, wnen they wonld find he had it
all noted in w book. He had now
been called fo a higher sphere, and
there were several lessons that might
be learnt from his life. Twa of
these were hie trothfuluess, and hia
anflinching courage. Il that memorial
led them to those two things, then it
woald yot have been uoveiled in vain,
He could npt, conclade better than by
quoting the last words of their Bishop
at the grave. Taking as the basis of
his remaiks the words, * Stedfast,
upmovable, alwags aboanding in the
work of the Lord,” he said, * thore
words well doscribed the character
aod conduct of their dear brother
departed, He had gone to his pest
just before attaining the jubilee of his
ministry, for he was ordaived deacon
in 1349 ; be bad remained in the
diocese, workiug for it and in it till
failing healtn obliged him 1o retive ;
und during the whole time, whether at
Oreften, orat Zeone, or at Morpeih,

he was the same tendor-hearted, self-
Lia.
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he was the same tender-hearted, self-
denying, painstaking nud earnest
Christian minister. And when in daz
time he wns ealled to discharge
higher functions than those of & parieh
clergyman, be bore himself with the
dignity and self-reliance which were
1 his patars, proved himself a genunine
ruler of men, and zapablo ns well fur
the higher s for the lewer offices
which be filled. ‘Stedfast, onmovable,
nlways aboonding in the work of the
Lord "—that was Coles Child."

Two hymns were sung by the con-
gregation, and Mr. Scott played ¢l
fectively several sacred pieces on the
* king of instruments.”  Miss Moore
sang beautifully the words, » Con-
sider the Lillies,"” and Mr. Boulton,
organist of St. Paul's Murrarundi,
sang “ It is Enough,"” and v Cal.
very,” mm good voice. Thus con”
cluded, what with the mission, the
uavei'ing of the tablet, and the organ
recital, a busy week at St. Luke's.

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 156262656



