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~~~I I l~ first move1nen t to1l'ards the 
erection of a l\lle1nonal Hall 
1vas m;ide in 1911', 

\\ ith the permission and as
sistance of the then l\linister 

for I.ands, it was decided to erect the Hall 
on a portion of 11·hat is kno11·n as the 
Central Ga1 dens, and the lane! is vested in 
the ''Council of the City o! I ps11 ich upon 
trust as a J{eserve for a l\le11101 ial Lib
rary, and (or no other purpose 11 hatsoever." 

The l''oundation Stone was laid by 
G eneral Sir \\'illiam Bird11·ood on 4th :\Tay. 
1020, the 1ns~ription 011 the stone reads : 

,S11(1\i1•rn· .iltcmori11( Jliiill. 
<Il1io ett'11r l\1t1tt l:ti~ l1u o-,r11rri1I .Sir 
lllillh1111 ~1irhfo1111l>, ~It., Oi_Q;,,Jt-1 .0i., 

•1111 1~111~. 19211 

. 
1'he :\larhle ·rahlet insc:rted 

front portion of the huildinJ! has 
lo11·ing Inscription : 

111 
the 

Jin ~{1•n1cn . hr1111cc 

U:l1ie U\11ill\i119 U:•11a l'rt·rtr~ hu tlfr O:iti
er1to of ~JtJ\\luiclt it1 l1ot1llr ,.,f tlfl' 111rt1 

{til1l' Sttl~t tlt,·ir li(;rs ft1r lli11g 11tt~ 
<lJ'~nntr~ in 11,. o;rrnt lilnr. 191·1-1911! 

Th1·lr ,Vn111" Lit,eth {t1r E1'''rn1nr~ 

the 
fol-

'fhe '· I n :\lemoriam" l\lonurnent 1s 
placed at the 1vestern end of the main Hall 
facing the 1nain entrance, conspicuous to 
all 1vho enter the building. It is of simpl<' 
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clesig-n, uolc.I in treat1nent. hut quiet a11d 
restful. 

Upon a heavy pedestal and base, two 
or11a1nental pilasters are carried. support· 
1ng the entablature and pediment, all 
linished in Keen's cement. 

'J'he large panel is of Sicilian \ •Vhite 
Marble, beautifully polished, bearing the 
names of 159 of the honoured dead. Simi
lar 1narble panels are set in tympanu111 of 
pedirnent in friese of entablature and in 
perlestal insc.~ihed as follc\vS: 

])it l-10110\" of 1111r (lf;loril1tto 
;g ... ~. 

Their Name Liveth for Eonrmorl'. 

The cost of huilding \vas £ 1 r ,047. 
To\vards this su1n the Cou11cil obtained a 
loan of £6000, and is paying it off by half
yearly instalments of interest a11d rede1nµ
tion. 'fhe general public subscribed 
£ 3809, and the balance(£ r 238) \Vas taken 
over nncl p::i id lor by the Council from rev
enue. 1'be £11rnishin€! of the rooms used 
Uy the SOidiers \VaS provided by the VdriOUS 
Patriotic Co1nmittees of the City. 

The \var trophies outside, and those 
inside in glass cases, \Vere obtained fron1 
the Director, Australian 'Nar Museum, 
IV1elbourne, and are vested in three Trust· 
ees 

The handso1ne lVIemorial 'vVindO\\' \vas 
unveiled b~· the Governor on the 30th 
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Front View of Hall. 
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Side View of Hall . 
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T he Ve~ibule. showing In Memoriam Monument, H onor Boards and Trophies of the War 



The M emorial W indow (described on opposite page) 
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Noven1ber, 1922, :ind 1n:iy he desc1 tht-d 
as fol Jo,vs 

The ('t'Ulral figure is i11le11cled to rl'preseut 
the .~ ugel of \'iC'tul\·, with the shl'a~hcd 
~w»rcl. cover~<l bv 1he l'alu1 of Peace. The 
lig111e is sta11di11g 011 a sµh .. re rf'prcse11t1ng 
the \\' orld. with lltl' ro11quererl Eagle <lt:11d 
al its reel The lour soldier li~url's, two 
'1a11cli11g at the n:1·t r,e tn honour of therr 
cle1YJrlecl co111rades. and two kueeliug 111 
at't'eptauce of the houo11r of victory. reµre. 
st·11ts the 9th, 15th, .111d !6th J11fanln aurl 
the 5th l,ight Hor~e. A band of <'heruhi111 
is sho"n in thl• l»1t'k)!rou11d, depicting the 
trn11sitio11 fro111 thl· earth Iv to th!: ht•nve11h-, 
11ntl the red poppit·• ol l'lauders Hrt' she1vn 
i 11 the loce.l{ro111ul. 

'l'he \'estibule co111ainin~ 1he ho11or 
rolls, etc .. 1s co11trolled hy 1he Curnrniltee, 
,,·hich consists of lour Alderrnen of the 
Co1111cil, and four 111t'1nbers of the I< .S ::>. 
1.1,.A., who are appoi11ted annualll'. 'fhe 
first floor, ac; a ~chool of A.rts and Lih
rarv, '"' controlled h\' the School of .\rts 
Com11111tee. and the ren1;\111der of the build
ing as cluh roorns, h\' the Ipswich Suh· 
Branch of the R S.~. I J,. ,\ . 

All ex-soldiers who served abroad 
durinK the 1var. an<l who are residents of 

· I ps\\·ich, are reKa• ded as honorar\' 111em· 
be rs ol the read 1 ni.: 1 oom and I ihra1 ·'" and 
have all the privilt>g1•s at1ached thereto. 

The R11ilding \Va<; dedicated hy Chap
lain the Reverend A. 11. Austin, fVI.A., 
and officiallv opened by His Excellencv the 
Governor, Sir l\latthe1v Nathan, G.C. ~1.G., 
on Saturday. 26th '\lovemher. 1921 
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WHOLL.V DESIGNED. SCT UP ANO PR INTFO 

AT THE: QUEENSLAND L.CAOE.R OFFICE 

'PSWICH 
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