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OBLEY SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL
Unveiled by the Hon. W. H. Dunn

Saturday Ins! was a red lelter day
at Obley, the oecasion being the upveil-
ing of the Soldlers' Memorial, which
has been erected to the wemory of the
epldiera whoe had made the supreme
aperifice and to those whoe had alse en-
listel from the district, The Hon. W,
F. Dunn, performed the ecremony of
unveiling the memorinl in the presemca
of n Ilnrge voncourse of people. In ad-
dition to Mgz, Dunun, Mr. Dick Wilknis,
Councillor W, Smith and the Rev. Mr.
MeCallum, of Dubbo, were invited as
guests of the committee, Mr, O J.
Shakespenre, the designer aod contrae.
tor for the memaorinl, very kindly pro.
vided u car for the Wellington visitors,

The memorinl Committee were: Mes
ara H., Baird (DPresident), N. 0O
Wood, . Keiran, 8. Hunt, M. MeCul-
loch, 8§, Keiran, M. Vaughan, senr, M.
Vaughan, junr, J. Ryan, C. Howerst,
W, Coady, . Coady and G, Uooper
hion, secretary. Owing to sparsencss of

the population it was no light task that

the committee undertook to erect s fit-
ting memorial at a cost of considerably
pver £ 100, bul assisted by the ladies,
who bore no small share of the worl,
they have suceecded in ereeting to the
boenor of the soldiers a vory flne obe
lisk, which stsnds mearly twenty feei
Ligh, bnilt in the Publie Behool grounds
auned Faces the rond, where it ean Lo
|spen by nll comers and passers hy. The
olielisi s of reinforced comerete, with
marble facing oo which are the pames
nf the Beldiers which are as follows:
il. Cooper, L. Cooper, E. Merryman,
D, Gow, & Hendricks (killed): 1.,
Copdy, W, Coady, L, Gow, (wounded);
1, Gillia, J. Gillis, 8, Wilkin, ¢. Wilkin
awdl W, ¢, Wilkin, The memorial is
enclosed with o neat iron railing with
conerete pillars, the whole being enclos
el by a palisading fence, which has
a good effect. The whole work was
enrried out by Mr, . J, Bhakespeare,
monumental mason, of Wellington, an!
hie has carried out his work well,
Precisely at 3 o'elock Mr, Baird en-
Mered  the enclosure, acconipanied by
"the Rev, MeCallum, Hon, W, F. Dunn,
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OBLEY BOLDIERS MEMORIAL.
Erected by C. J. @hskespears, Mogumental Mason, Wellington and Molong.

Mr, Wilking and Cr. Bmith. The Pre
sident snid it gave him much pleasure
vn bebalf of the Soldiers Memorial
Committee and the residents of Ubley
und district to weleome their visitors
angd colled on the Hon, W. F. Dunn,
ALL.A. to povell the Memorial that had
been erecled by the people to the honor
of the Suldiers who had enlisted to fight
in the Ureat War, He called on Mr.
Dinn to perform the ceremony of un-
veiling the memorial.

Mr. Duun thanked the President and
tommittee for the honor they had paid
bim in asking him to unveil the splen-
id wemeria' that they and their fel-
low residentis had erected to the memory
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low residents had erected to the memory
uf thuse soldiers whe went away to

light uguinst the German pation. Hel

had nlways looked on war as wrong,
but in this case we had wo alternative
but to Bght. To the comrades of these
wey whosy names will be handed down
for all-time it gave much satisfaction
gy they knew what hardships those
nien bad gone throngh, some laying
ilown their lives in the great cause of
liberty. He knew what the building
of sueh a memorial must be in a sparse-
ly populated distriet, sand the many
..nlf savriflegs that they oll must have
te erect such a besputiful one. It
Wns wnrthy of their town, their dis-
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wus worthy of their town, their dis-
triet, themselves, and still more of
the Letoes whose names appeared there-
on., He thanked them usguin for the
Lonur they have pald hlin and ke now
unveiled the memorial. Mr. Dunn then
pulicd the ribbon that seeurcd  the
flag enshrouding the muarble tablet, all
heads being uncovered and the return-
ed men standing wl sttention,

My, Dick Wilking sald it gave lim
much pleasure to be with them that day
Ly pav howor lo their gallant comrades
who had come from Obley. He had
Lhought it lmpossible at frst to  be
nble to uttend but at the mecting of the
Holdiers League in Wellington he had
Levp asbied specianlly to attend and
be bad dowe Nowe knew botter
than himself what the soldicrs did in
the war, and it gave him great pleas-
tre to see the people give eredit o
those who hml done so much for them,
The Boldiers who had returned were
ot belng treated too well at present
gnd i owas Hme that thelr work was
recognised,  He thanked them again
for their tribute to the soldlers nnd

B,

alee the invitatiom for himself to be
present.

The Rev. Mr .MeCallum, Dubbo,
said he considered it a great homor to
receive an invitation to take part in
such & function, Such a memorial was
an honor to the wen who had done so
mueh for their country nnd themselves,
it went further, it spoke of loyaity
Lo the great British Empire. It would
inspire the present generation and
gencrations to come to train uot for

aggression, because that was a wrong
war, bul to defend their King and |
their country and their Empire from :||II|
foes. He admired the architeeturs of !
the memorial, He felt sure the spire
would remind some of the soldiers of
the spires and minarets they had seen
in some of the eities of the Lost. The
people were well entitled to be proud
of the result of their work.

Councillor 8mith, thanked them for
the invitation to be present at the
unveiling of their Memorial. To those
whu had the inestimable privilege of
being the mothers of the soldiers, he
would say, Grieve not too much for
those who have stayed *'Over There''
In wyears lo come thelr country would
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In wears lo come their country would

more than pow, realise the great sacri-

fice the Mothers had made for it in

giving their sons. Let us say:—

“'God make us worthy of the groat sac.
cidioe

Bought at so grest a price
And maey the death of these men,

Give to all Nations, Civilization and

men,
Everlasting and universal Liberty."'

The Last Post was then sounded by
Trumpeter B. Ward, of the Wellington
Light Horse. ‘The Ilarge audience
standing in silence,

Before leaving Mr. Duun moved a
Vote of thanks to the President, Mr.
Baird, und this was carried by uecla
mation. Mr. Baird briefly acknow-
|1Edﬂ'?'ﬁ14 !
| Mr Dunn moved a vote of thanke '
'to Mr. C. J, Shakespeare, the contrae- |
tor for the work, which Mr. Dunn said
was u eredit to him, both for the design

aml workmanship, which could not be
eXeolled. The vote was carried by
weelnmation,

Mr. Shakespeare; | thank you all

Three ehecrs were given for the King
and e ceremony terminated, Owing
to Mr. Dunn nnd Mr. Wilkine having to
get to Sydney by the evening's mail
carh speaker wna limited to a very few
winutes speaking,

At the invitation of the President
and committee, the guests and visitors
adjourned to the loecal hull. (a very
fineg bullding by the wav) to partake
of afternvon tem, whieh was in reality
a well advaneed banquet as far as re-
gards eatables and the foral decora-
tiops., Ample time having been given
for the good things to be enjoyed, Mr.
Dunn rose and smaid he wished on be-
half of himself and the wisitors to
thnnh the Prosident, the rommittee,
uuid the ladies for the sumptuons repast
Tt had shown
them that although they were so far
awny from town life, yet the ladies
vould exee] in the art of housckeeping
He had attended many similar fune-
tions, but he had never seen excesded
the viande and flowers that were decor-
nting the tables there that day—it
showed what amall ¢ommunities conld
do. There was one small community
in his electorate, he referrod to Gil-
gandra, that hed won a prize given
h:- tha tuwn that had ﬂnm- the Lest in
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to the town that had done the best in
('hureh work, this prize was open to
all the British Empire. The next to it
was a town in Canadu, He felt proud
of Gilgandra being in his electorate.
The neanle of Oblgy had shown also
what they could do, and he felt very
proud of representing them. He thanked
them all. Cheers,

The President Lriefly replied.

An adjonrnment was then made for
the return to Wellington, the visitors
boing highly pleased with their trip.

The ladies committee were Mesdames
Hunt, Ceeper, Coady, Vaughan, C. H.
King snd the Misses Richardson, Tda
King und others. Several of the visi
tars were kindly given bunches of flow.
ers, Mr, Dunn taking an  especially
fine buneh of violets to Bwdney with
him,

After the Thentre or u Dapce a cup
of Bovril is refreshing at the Golden
Key (late Golden Gate.)
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