£3000 Building

New Shfedﬁﬂice at
Clifton

Opening Ceremony Per-
formed By Mr, E, M.
Hanlon

CLIFTON, Sunday.—The new Shinge
Counell Offtee np Cliiton was ofMiclally
opened by the Minicter for Heallli and
Home AfTairs (Mr. E. M. Hanlon) on

Saturday at noon, In the presence of |

n large number of resldents of the
shire. Erection of the new office
marks the most progressive step lLaken
by the counell in the last 50 yvears, The
building stands at the intersection of
HKing-street, inamed after King, of
King and 8lkley, who were closely
nssociated with closer settlement on
the Downs) and Meara Place [(named
by the present councll after the Chalr-
man, Cr. James Mears, of Millbrook,
Ciiften, who has been a member of
the council for 27 yvears continuously
and has for 24 years been chairman,
under three different forms of fran-
ghise) and constitutes a notable Tand
mark on the Oliffon Highway., The
historical aessociation of the Cilifton
shire with development of the Darling
Dewns was brought out by the Min-
ister when he revealed that the original
shire, then known as the Clifton Divi-
slonal Board, was one of the first gaz-
etted in Queensiand, and its first ter-
ritory was from Drayion to n few
miles north of Warwick, or practically
the whole of the lang tetween Too-
woomba and Warwick, with the ex-
clusion of the then munlcipality of
Allora.

| The new Shire Office has been
dedicated to the memory of the plon-
| eers of the Darling Downs, and monu-
mental  stones bearlng  inscriptions
'stating the Tact are embodied in the
structure,

Those présent meluded Mr. Jeremish
Collins, of Allora, who f& 92 Mr
Collins weas chalrman of the Qliftan
Diviziona] Board 40 years ago. Another
notable figure, though one not directly
connected with the Loeal Government
bodies, wes Mr. Walter Jackson, of
Nobby, who Is 86.

The new bullding is constructed of
brick with a tile rool, and s a hand-
some edifice. The maln entrance Is at
the corner of King-street and Meara
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| the corner of King-street and Meara
' Place and wings of the bullding extend
wlong Irontages to both these streets
forming an Le-shaped structure.

At the officlal opening ceremeny Cr,
Meara, In welcoming Mr, Hanlon, said
the cost of the new bullding was £3000,
obtalned by CGovernment subsidy loan,
One fAfth was pald by the Government,
Interest and redemption was LE77 per
year. Of this the Government relieved
the councll of one-Afth, or approxim-
| ately £56. The council was committed
|to repayment ofl £221 annually for &
period of 156 years. The rate required
to meet this was che-seventh of a
in the £ over the shire.

. Hanlon congratulated the coun-
on its progressive step. As there
was no more important business in
Clirton than that carried on by the
Bhire Counci] it was fAtting they should
have this better type of office, The
advent of the motor car had serlously
affected the small ecountry towns,
Smali towns could survive only by
making conditions attractive and keep.
ing their towns alive; otherwise with
motor conveyance avallable people
wotlld go to other places, The same
applied throughout the Downs. They
must glve the same service as the
larger clities. He often wondered why
the country peaple in Australin for
so long allowed the cities to have the
benefits and comforts and all the
amenities of MHie. Those days were
gone and country people must demand
the same treatmeént as the city, After
this war he belleved they would see the
oountry towns coming more into thelr
own and getting back the position
which was theirs earlier. Banitakion,
better roads, cheap electriclty and
conditicns which made life aiirnctive
would be the lob of the couniry people,
If they have this they would be able to
stand up against the polluted condi-
tions of the eily. He voloed persotad
regret st Wie aboenee through Niness
of Mr, W. A, Deacon, ML A, for Cun-
ningham, with whem he had enjoyed
& persanal friendshlp in Parliament for
many years., In declaring the office
opened Mr. Hanlon expressed the hope
that Clifton would continue to advance,

Cr. Meara presented 8 gold mounted
tobaceo pouch o the Minister on be-
half of the ccuncil, The pouch bore
the Inseription; Hou, B M. Hanlon,
ML.A., Opening Councll Chambers,
Clifton, 20/9, 1941,

Cr. Mearn unvelled o stone on  the
King-street wall, erected to e mem-
ory of (he ploneers of the Darling
Downs, The Inscriotion read; *To
perpetuate e memory of Alan Chin-
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perpetuate the memaory of Alan Cun-
ningham, discoverer of Darling Downs,
June, 637, Patrluk Leslle and assocl-
ate founders of Orst settlement Junie,
1840, This slone was unveiled by Cr.
James Mears, chabman of the Clifton
Ehire Councll, on Seplember 20, 1041,
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