DISCOYERY DAY,

—_— e ———

MAJOR MITCHELL'S JOURN
THROUGH “AUSTRALIA FILI:T"

Yesterday Discover -
brations wers held ltr - “l-l:.
when g marble tablet, Eultably in-
scribed and erected on a fine speci-
men of astive red gum tree krowing
at the north-east side of the Ovens
bridide, was unveiled by the Diree-

tor of Educatton, Mr. ¥ Tate,
M. 1.8.0, to LOmmeEmora te
Ma,or Mitohell's closslng ol the

Ovens river al this R ol on Ueto

15, 1836, On the su Epalion ol Il;f
J, A. Leach, B.A., District Behool
Inspector, the Borough Councl]l and
State Schoo! Committes made ap-
plication to the Education Depart.
meat to uve Wadgadebte sclected
a8 the oMicial ceatre for the 1915
celobration  of Discovery Day |n
Vietoria® The Department remlily
pranted the request, mnd the ar-
rangmments were made by the {gl-
lowing cammittee, represnt|y the
bchools, and ANA. —Cre, . A,
Teague (Mayor), and J H. Band
ford snd  W. H. Edwards, Bishop
Armstrong, Messrs L. N Guother,
. F. Noteutt, L. Burgess, T. Brig
den, J. F Hehilling {master] and
achoul gtall, Menurs W Higeing and
B, N. Christeosen (ANA ) and
Mesdamen W. Buyes, o Bullivant,
aud G Allan, Mr Kdwards (corres
Pondent  to the Bebool Committee)
acting gu secretnry. The tahlet cost
wbout E5, amd the money was col
lected by Mr., Hdwards, and Mes

dames Boyos sand Bullivant, Thers
wiae an attendapce of pbout 1000
chilbdady, incligling  sebolars  from

ten district State schools, the local
High, State, Catholic and Oburch
il England Hebools. The visitors
ineluded  Mr. Frani  Tate, M.A,,

e, Director ol Education, Mr,
(" R Long, lospector of  dechools,
kil the leading authority in Vic

tiria on the travels of early ex-
plurers, bUr. J. A, Lieach, B.A. (Dis
trict lnspector). Mr. Armitage (lp-
wjector Heechworth [Mastriet), Hon
. Buowser, ML .A, wrid many lead
lg citleens wgre alao present, the
enthering totallitg alout 1400 peo
jobe

The Mayor, Cr. . A, Temgue, said
they hndl sssembled to commemorats
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ne MEYUr, Vo o, AL TeEgae, srld
they il pssembled to commemorate
the passing through Wangaratts aod
crossitig of the Uvens river by Major
Mitehell un I6th Oetober, 1845, The
Hducation Depactuwent had  kindly
selectod Wangaratta as the official
eenlie for  [hecovery  Day celebra
Liiine He had mueh pleskore e
welcoming the oMeigl visltors to the
lown,  The Mayor, then jntroduced
Mr. U, R Long,

Mr. Long said it was with pless
ire that he stood there that  day
tu take o share | the fine ceremony
ol the unvdding of o tablet to ¢om
iinirate  the work  of the great
Pivtoey of gur pontineot—Mejor Mit-
chell. He passed through this dis
Lrirt 79 yenrs mio Alter dealing
with his easly life at home, Mr,
Limg ssid he wouald relate a little
if the bard worda Me or MitcheH
ilid in exploving these pacts ol Aus
tralia. Procesding be swul —

Major Mitehell, the Hurveyor-Gen-
erinl ol New South Wales, had been
pept, In March, 1836, to determine
whether the river that Captain Bturg
had woen, in 1830, flowing (nto the
Murray., was the same stream which
that explorer had, in |829, discover-
il
jusrie, &nd named the Dacling, aod
which bLad teen traced from Fort
Bourke ty Menindle by Mitebell bim-

well in 1835, Having ameored  Mm:
sl that it was the same, he Whaa
returning alung the Murray, with

the ohijpget of exploring 1t W the

plnt where Hume and Hovell  had
croseed 1t in L824, and had passed
the mouth of the Murrvmbidges,

when, totiting 5 tributary (the Lod-
don) coming. through ruud eadntry,
{roun the south, he did not, alter
croaaing it, continue very far along
the Murrsy, hut struck off in  that
iirection., It was the month ol June
after y good semsun, and the wide
platns, ehtly timiered, and covered
with kangaroo  grass, extended up
overy aide. Mitchell ascended Mount
Huope, which he so pamed hechuse of
the hupe rabsed within him, that he
had oome upon beller comntry than
be bhad been travelling over, and he
He tould
scarcely find words Lo describe the
fertile mspeet of the country, or ex-
press the delight Le fell on pecount
of being  its discoverer. "“The
scene,'’ he ways, "'was diflerent from
unything I had ever witnessed, either
In New Houth Wales, or elsewhere—
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neat (1te punetion with the Mac- |



My LM § Bl Fyel wWikiresmeu,  viLuey
I New Houth Wales, or elsewhere—

land 6o Inviting, and wtill withoug
nhnkitants. As 1 stood, the first
truder un the solitude of  these
verdant plaius, ws yet uotouched by
tHocks or herds, 1 felt comscious of
heing the hartinger of many chynges
there; for our steps would soon be
followed by ‘the men and animals [ur
which it seemed to be prepared. (o

this Kden, it seemed | was the ooly |

Admen.” Hoon after agaln crossing
the Luddon the route Leing  south
westerly from Mt Hope, the Avoea
aid Avon were diecovered, and, thep
rupged mountaing loomed o the dis
tance, recalling to  Mitchell the
tramptans in deotlgnd, after which
he named them, Aswending one o
the highest (Mount Willlsin, ssmed
after King Willimm IV.), he saw a
wide gxtent o] muuplalious couptry,
mind decided to diveet  his courme
wure Lo the' westwanl, A [alr sized
pireain, the Winmern, was croased,
al Mitchell made the ascept of o
lill in the neigbbourhood, to which
he gmve the name of Mount Ara
piles,  From the summit, he saw
numeroys small  salt  or brackish
lakes, 5 pecullar featury of this dis-
Leiet. Lesving Mount Avapiles, sad
makiog g soatherly course, the coun:
try was lound to be good, heérbage
very Luxuriant, and  gaiie phantilul
The difficulties be encountered wn
the journey were the opposile ol
those usually met with vy  Ausiia
Han explorers.  lustead ol sandy
deserts mod drjed-up sticams, Mt
chell speads, i his juurnal, of such
batiacles Bs Qepse [urests, + HQooded
creehs with soft banks, and boggy
ground,  impassable by the drays |
ofor the Journey was mmde during the
winter months, The Inst day of July
Lrought the welcome dscovery ol »
fim¢ river, to  which the discoversy
gave the name Glenslg, alter  the
Buecrelary of Hiate for the Colupies,
The country was magnilieent, lovely
Boenes dally met the eye. When tue
rlver became large envugh, Mitehell
lwioched upow It g ot thmt  he
bad Grought with b,  and ruwed
duwn Lo dts mouth, bul he was diw
appotnted to ‘wnd & el bar  al
ot hh:chlllg Lhe outlet e Disiov-
ory Bay. Up greiving near Fortland
Bay, the explorers were
to me houses, gud p vessel at an
chor.  The houges pProved Lo be &
settlement formed by Messrs Heaty,
two yoars before, aod the vessel, a
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iwo years before, and the vessel, a

whaler, engaged in the fishery of
the coast. Belore Mitchell  beprnt
Lhin, bowever, be had Lo make an

expiapation, for the appearpmee ol
his wen had much alarmed the set-
tlers, who took them for bushrang-
ora. The explovers, when L was
known who they were, received a
hearty whlecome, and were pupplied
with some four, of which they were
in meed, gpd with as many veget:
ables as they could garry. Mitchell's
refurn jouruey was in n norih-east
erly direction, He skirted the south
win end of the Serrm Range, erossed
the Fyrenees near the site ol the
township of Lexton, passed close to
what t& now the townahip of Castle:
mnine, directed hiw conrse  thepes,
across  the Goulburg, to the jume
tion of the Qv ol the ;
wiere we Are standing sow, and re
crossed the Mureay about  thirty
miles weyt of Albury. He reached o
eattle stetion oo the Murrumbidgos,

three days alter his food supply had

100
estonubed ol ovan to

| through which Maor Mitchell pass-

to Bydney (trom which he had Leen
absent seven months), Mitchell call-
ed the splendid country be had pass-
ed through Australis Pellz  ("“Aus
tnalda Happy"). This name
however, gave p to that ol the
Port p District, and, in 1881,

to- that of Victoria. *“The Major's
Line,'"" as his north-easterly routs
through Vietoria is called, will al-
ways remain & record on the' map
of a lortungte exploration—one that
had great results |n the opening up
and settlement ol this eountry, As
a reward lfor his valuable services,
Major Mitchell was ted o thous-
and pounds by the Government gt

ydoey, and recelved the honor of
knighthgod.

In conclusion he said the Depart-
ment was Indebted to ths people of
Wangaratta for erecting this tallet,
which he hoped they would preserve.
LApplause, )

Cr. W H Edwards, who aleo pos-
seused n fund of Ilnformation in re
gard td the early history of the
town and district, gave an (nterest-
ing deseription of the eountry from
HByringhurst, and

od. Heferriog o the aceount
ten byy the explorer on his

writ
return
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ten by the explorer on bis  return
to Bydney, Mr. Edwards remacked
thut it was the moeans of deciding
euch men an Mossrs Falthlul,  Doe
kor, Bowman, Chisholm and  Bed
to come and settle in thin part, Mrou

J, 1. Reid, who resides in Wanga
ratta being the dret whity  woiman
to crosa the Murtay. He also e

lerred to the opening of the  frat
gtore by Me. Rathley, the hullding
of the punt hy Mr. Clark, and ths
erection of the first bridge across
the Ovens river at Wangaratla.

Bishop Armetrong sald that Cap-
tain Couk discovered Australip mear
ly 160 years ago, and  Discovery
Day had heen estaplished Lo honour
him and all the other early explor
ers of Austrulia, It wmne only right
that the people of this fevoured labd
should perpetuste their memory and
remember what they have doae fur
them. They should appreviate their
hard ploneering work, and be asded
the children and the people to tabe
care of the tablet that bad been er
peted ty the memory of Major Mit
chell.

The Mayour called on Mr. Tate Lo
unvell the tablet Mr. Tate said

that the Education
doing its best to Im
minds of the children
ol gratitude they o
who blased the trac
poasible for the
country to come
doing honor to
were doing honour
They should also express
to men like Messrs ;l.ltllﬂ
Chisbolm snd HRead, mod others
came and opened up this part of
country, thereby enabling those who
followed to en,0y ease and comlort,
It was good to do honor to wsuch
men and women In order that they
should pot be forgotten. He hoped
that the teachers and children would
gather round the tablet once & year
amd repeat the stirring story ol
Major Mitchell's deeds im 1836, My,
Tate then removed the Union Jack,
which covered the tablet, and de-
tlared 1t unveiled. (Applause. )

The tablet bore the imseription —
“This  tablet commemorates the
croseing of the Uvens  River near
this ajot by Muajor Mitchell, Uctob-
er 15, Ihd; aleo the river was naped

hw Mpisrs Hume anfdl Hiwvell nn
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er 1o, I8 RlBD LOE FIVer wWas nsjed
by Messrs Hume and Hovell on
November 24, 1834 The engraving
was done by Mr. A, Paroell, mason,
Wipnguratta. The tablet Is  phalged

In & wouden Irnme amnd secured Uy
the gum tree at  the foot of  the
Uvens bridie.

At the request of Mr. Tate cheers
were given lor King and Empire and
confusion tp their enemies,

After the unwveiling ceremony, the
ehildren Irom the various town and
district schools within & redius of
ten miles that were present  were
served with lght relreshments, which
hand been provided by parents aod
friends, and were served by @ bevy
ol willing helpers,

Mr. Tate and Mr, Long left by the
alternoon traln fgr Meltpurne,

{in Thursday night, Dr. and Mrs.
Hoyes  entertained Mr. Tate, Mr.
Long, I Leach, Cr.,  Teague and
'r. Edwards at supper at ""Avalon."

Yealetduy the Mayor, Cr. O, A,
Teague. ontertained Messre Tate,
wnd Long, Dr  Leath, M Bowser,
ML A, Mc A Clements (President
of the High Hebiool Counelly, Mesars
F. Helwbauge, J F. Schilling and
W, H. Edwards, at junch at Prisk’s

Commerelal Hotel,
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