SWANPOOL SOLDIERS'
MEMORIAL

e —

The lln\'Elllﬂg Ceremony

————
The people of Swanpool and district
on Tuesday Jast in a practical way de-
monsirated what, in their opinioh,
was due (¢ the memory both of those
coldiers who frem their district made
ihe suprdme sacrifice ia {he late war
and to those who returned after hav-
ing “done their bit"" This took the
form of a very handsome memorial 1o
| the shape of & granite monument,
Jolch has already ﬁﬁm gescribed in
these columng, Ie was the work of
Messrg Talochio & Son, to who!
great credit is due foy their excellen
workmanship. The site eosen by the
committee for the memorial is e “E
tlie best that could possibly have been
found, It is at the intersection of the
Mansheld and - Lima station roads.
where there is a great deal of trafiic,
and the handsome cobelisk must be
seen by the large numbers who use
the highways named, Just about the
time that the greal war came to an
end the people 6f the districts around
Swanpool decided to commemorale
what the men frem their neighbor-
hood had done in the war, and alto-
gether they have expended something
in  the neighhorhood of £500 on the
piece of work which was the subject

of Tucsday's ceremony.

On Tuesday the weather was damp '

and threatening, bul, notwithstanding.
there was an excellent muster, num-
bering between 700 and 800 people.
The chair was taken by Cr. Heaney,
who was ithe chairman of the commit-
tee, and he had sitting beside him in
front of the monument Lieut. Col.

“Thwaites, 1.5.0.. Mr. R. Cook, M.P.,
Mr. Carlisle, M.L.A, Rev, A. C
M‘Connan, Rev. W, Brenton and

Lieut. Col. }. 1. Martin, while on the
other side were ranged the children
from the district schools, and on the
other between 20 and 30 returned sol-
Jdiers. There were also present C_rt_;.
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diers. There were also present Crs.
Cowan, T. F. Harrison and Law Smith
The unveiling ceremony commenced
with the singing of the National An-
them.
The Chairman said it was hardly
necessary for him to explain why they
had met there that afterncon. e,
however, wished to state that eighteen
mionths ago the movement was star-
ted, and with the assstance of the pub-
lic they had what they saw there that
day. The people thought that some-
thing should be done to show they
appreciated the efforts of the hoys
who went forth to fight for the liberty
and freedom of the people of this na-
tion. He concluded by asking Lieut,
Col. Thwaites to perferm the cere-
mony of unveiling that nortien which
contained the names of those who had
made thie supreme sacrifice.
Lieut. Col. Thwaites said that he
very much appreciated the honor they
had dene him by asking him to unveil
{hat memorial, which had beep eregied
to the soliders of that district. Just
for the moment he was to confine hig
remarks to those wha had made the
supreme sacrifice. He was not much
of a public speaker, and he really felt
ghut he had undertaken a task which
was beyop] hinw Speaking as ong
who saw a great deal of the men who
did make the sacrifice, the evidences
of their courage and devotion g their
comrades would fill any];ogﬂy‘ ho sawy
¢ with the deepest pride, and, at the
same time, sl deeper humility. He
could not express all those _thiﬂg_a
which were in his heart, and which he
whs sur¢ were also intheir hearts. e
could only say that he was confident
that those men sho did lay down their
lives enlisted with & greity definite
knowledge that they might very
their houy
came they did it gladly. Tt was ex-
ceedingly difficult for him to speak

upon this particular subject, because

he eouyld not put into worde fhe
thoughts snd sentiments in his hearc.
Therefore hie would not attempt to do
so. and would preceed to unver that

portion of the memorial which bore
- Go 22 ilan fallan

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214229881




portion of the memoral wnien puic
the names of the fallen.

Having done so, Col. Thwaites asked
the assemblage to stand in silence for
the space 6f one minute, which was
done,

The Rev. A, C. M'Connan said that
he felt very greatly honored in having
f;een invited to take part in that after-
noow's function. He would like to
enpgratulate the people of the district
an what they had done, They knew
i1l it meant a great dewl &f Tove and
appreciation of those who had wmgne
trom vs.  We could never forget those
lads, and epeaking as one who was so
mercifully dealt with in having all his
bovs come back, he would like T4 sa
how deeply he sympathised with all
iliose parcnts whaose names appeared
on e roll,  Nevertheless. they had
ihe knnwledee that they died honor-
able deaths, and their names would be
remembered for  all time.  They
deeply honored the memory of those
who made the supreme sacrifice.

AMr. M'Connan. at the request of the
Clasirman, asked the assemblage to
engage 1if prayver, aiter which Mr, Carl-
son, of the Benalla High School.
seunded the Lasf Posl and Miss Bran-
nigan lad a spray of laurel on the
steps of the monument at the foot of
the names. The company .
Kipling's Recessional, after which the
chairman announced there were apo-

fogies received from the Rev. A R,

— |

Mace, the shire President (Cr. Wal-
ker), Mr. Kay, secretary of the Be-
nalla branch of the R.5. & S.IL.A,
also Mr. Burns, owing to illness, In
regard to the latter, he said he had
beent a great help to the commiltee,
and it was a matter of deep regret to
him and ¢hem all that Mr, Burns was
not able to be with them that day.
Lieut. Col, Thwailes then proceeded
o unveil those portions of the monu-
ment which contained the names ol
those who had returned, and said that
before he unyeiled the portion which
bore the names of their own men who
enlisted and fﬂught‘ Eor.-ﬂht Empire,

e s [e]
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enlisted and fought for the Kmpire,
and who, fortunately, did not make
the supreme sacrifice, he would like to
sav a few words, He was positive,-as
he said in his previous remarks, that
all the men who enlisted for service in
thie late war did so knowing that they
might be called upon to lay down their
lives. Unfortunately, many of them
found that prediction ‘to be true.
There was another aspect of this mat-
ter to which only a returned man could
safely refer. Amongst the men who
did return there were @ number who,
if they had had their own way, would
have preferred to have remained on
the battlefield, There were men who
to his knowledge had paid a bigger
price than death. It was not for Lim
to say, but he was sure that those men
paid that price gladly, and they were
not going to do anything to push
ihemselves under the notice of their
fellow countrymen. The people who
moved in the matter of that memorial
did so not merely to keep fresh the
memory of the men in  their own
hearts, That was not necessary, but
it was with the further motive that
there should be something which
should be to the children of the rising
generation and future generations a
constant ingpiration, The people who
erecled that memotial had in their
hearts a greater memorial than any-
thing that could be erected in stone.
He belonged to the non-fighting sec-
ion, and therefore he could say that
the people were deeply gensible of the
obligation they were under Lo the men |
who fought in the war. The thing
that pleased him about the memorial
was that it was one both to the living
and the dead. The soldiers of all the
nations which took part in the war had
some outstanding featyre about them,
and the Australians, although they had
great coyrage and devojpion Lo duty,
had one great outstanding gualily, and
it was their genius for eumrar.!efsh:p.
The devotion of a “digger” 1o a “cob-
ber” wag the outstanding fcaiure of
the A.LF. In the wav they had ar-
ranged their memorial that feature
would remain for ever. Another thing
vhat he would like to say was that
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that he would like to say was that
General Brand, the late Comumandant
of the Military TForces in Victoria,
never tired of teaching the lesson lie
wished to repeat. He said that if the
citizens of Australia wished (o crect a
memorial to the fallen they could not
do bevter than care for the comrades
of the fallen. Personally he thought
that any person who did not possess
sessopal kpowledge of the trials and
sufferingd 3ad tempjations  fo which
their lads were stpiccied 'l'mﬁ no right
- criticise. The only peoplc WhQ had
the rigsy Lo_do uhat were those WIE
e 2K E SN I
had been throo 5% 2 A ot Efil‘.igiii{:.

thase, they found, < 2
Another General --B{ﬂﬂd

w.ing that e
said was “®e practical.” He meant i
that that a man should be restored to

a position cqual to that which he oc- |

cupied before he enlisted, if not bet-
ter. He thought that every returned
man had a right to expect that. (Ap-
plause,)  Lieut. Col. Thwaites then
read the names appearing on the me-
morial, as follows:i-—

“The names, inscribed in gold let-
ters, on the die with verse are as fol-
lows —Front view: “Our Honored
Dead"—R. Balcombe, F. Burns, W
Dobson, G. Hall, W. Har T, Hors-
burgh, J. Kissack, J. M'Elroy, H.
Nelson, W. Price, J. Price, R. Warnock
“Greater love hath wo man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friends. Right side; “They played
a man's part.'—J. Webb, A. Gawley
R. W. Upton, E. Knight, J. B. Mun-
son., W. J. Murray, F. Herbert, g
Tayler, M. M‘Elroy, J. Everard,].
W.M‘Elroy, D. Horsburgh, A. Back-
lundy; €. J. Branmigan, C. ‘Marshall-
seca, E. O'Callaghan, J. Fitzgibbon,
J. K, O'Callaghan. Back view: “For
remembrance of our men whao an-
swered the cal] of duty in the Great
War, 1914-1919."—W. Brown, F. K.
Dowell, T. H. Dowell, H. L. Dowell,
G. Redding, F. Powell, J. F. Drum-
mond. W. A. Drummond, E. Men-
hennitt, W. M. Murphy.

Left view:—'" They knew the
precious 1h-inﬁ! they had to guard.”
"W, Dale, W. Wood, D. H. Read,
W. E. Evans. G. T Hooper, J. Wil-
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W. E. Evans, G. T Hooper, J. Wil-
cock (dicd 5/8/20), S T. A. Nelson,
J. Warnock, G. W. Jengen, G. P.
Burns, D. Deasey, F. Clark, W. H.
A Cooper (killed in
action, 17/4/18), G_T. Dennis, H. R.
Allison (died 7/6/20), P. J. Farrell

Lieut. Col. Martin, upon being called
upon, said that hie copsidered 1t a
great honor and privilege do gssist in
unveiling that monument, which spoke
for the Joyalty and enthusiasm of the
people of that district. He thought
it was thoroughly fittimg that it should
take place on that particular day, when
millions were celebrating Empire day
and we proclaimed with one voice
“One King, one Flag, one Empire.”
Did they realise properly what they
owed to the men who had fought in
ages past to secure the blessings which
we enjoyed to-day and to the ploneers
who conquered the wild bush? They
were the men from whom these noble
lads hadl sprung. These lads heard
the call, and respanded, and those
bays who would never relurn were
f‘¢allivg 1o us fo-day to carry om. They
were satished with the flag, and to be-
{ong to this grand old Empire, and
they were calling to them all to maké
this country fif 10 Jive in, Those lads
who returned fought the haftle gver
where, and now they had to fight the
fastle fiere. not with arms, but against
an iusid;uug {UEI who “"3{.‘.'“_]]']‘““5}@

wreck this grand ant gloripus empire
They had to

for which they fought. ,
fight now against this infernal cancel
which was eating into gyp midst.
what they had to do now was to eut it
\gut, He advised them to have nothing
to do with any man who had anything
to say against this Empire. In res-
pect to any man standing for a ppblic
position, ask if ‘he were loyal, and

he is not, have nothing to do with him.
The Empire was won by our ances-
tors, and it was maintained by the
army and navy, and our boys played
no small part in that. He zaid.
“Carry on and do your duty to your
God, your King, and your country”
(Applause) He hoped they wou

bear with his disjointed remarks, for

UGS [} KESRR S R SR e e - Asatalniad ihaw
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bear with 3 disjointeq remarks, 100
| although they were disjointed they
were genuine.  (Applause.)

Mr. Carlisle expressed the ﬂlﬁa&urqj

witich he felt at being present at the
unveiling of that fine memorial. It
showed that the wep gnd women of
Ex_x}'anndﬁl were doing their gart 1n
commemorating all those who took
part in the greatest war the world has
‘ever Lnown. Unfortunately, it had
come upou us of the presenl genera-
| tion to defend the ¥mpire which our
forefathers handed down’ to us, We
were up against the greatest milftary
nation of the world, and they were a
people whe were very thorough in
everyihing which they did, and if it
had not been '

present time matters might-have been
very different withl  us.
with the army and navy they had come
through, won ithe war and preserved
their freedom. He thought it right

and proper that every district should

do what it could #o erect a memorial

like that, and he was glad to see that’
every district recﬁiﬁinfﬂ" \d'fﬁ:tli:‘aﬁ:ﬁt |

to those lads who had passed away
and were under the sod. (Hear, hear{
Up to the present Australia had not a
very long history, but as time went on
they hoped do find there would grow
a fine national sentiment, and our
heroes regarded as in the past in
British history. The memorial erec-
ted there would, he thought, be a lasi-
ing one. It was a very beautiful de-
sign, and reflecled great credit upon
the committee who chose i, It would
for all time be a memorial of what our
men had done. This war wag differ-
cnt to all other wars that had” taken
place, insomuch as a man wag never
safe, Shortly before the war came to
an end a cousin of his who had been
wounded was, with two others, con-
veyed nine miles behind the lines,
where they were resting, and an avia-
tor came along, dropped a bomb, and
blew all three to pieces. He was one
‘of those who always held that there

S SUREES [ A ~ PSR SHE =1 Tk
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. for the British feet he
thought it was very likelv ithat at the

However.
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of those who always held thaw inure
| should be equality of sacrifice, but
!that was a contentious mafter aboul
' which they need not speak. The war
had been won, and it was for us Lo sce
that those who came back were well
(reated. It was casy lo promise things
' to men when they were going away,
but it was a different matter when they
came back. They were doing their
best. They found that a much larger
nuimber than was anticipated desired
o go on the land, and the task was
a bigger one than they had expected.
He was very pleased to sce a large
number of returned men present that
day to take part in the ceremonial,
The people in that district had shown
how & British soldier should be honor-
ed. (Applause.) -

Mr. R. Cook said hé had very much
pleasure in supponting the remarks o

the previous speakers, and hie then ad-
dressed a few remarks to the children,
after which he said they were quite
familiar with what had been said that
day. There wag nothing ncw, and ¥
had often been said during the last
five or six years. Out of the great
struggle the British Bmpire had come
stronger than ever, e wished to give
them particulars of the enlistments.
The United Kingdom enlistments
were 25 per cent, of the population;
Australia, 13 per cent; the nited
States (who “won ithe war'), & per
cent. The casualties werc---U_mlcd
Kingdony, 11 per ceni. Australia, 8%
per cent.; France, 43 per cent.; Bel-
gium, 1 per cent.: and the United
States, 1 1p 400. One af the gregtest
achievements of aur hrave WATFIQrS
was the landing on Gallipali, and i
was honored by the people throughout
Australia,. One of the greatest feals
accomplished by our navy Was the
destruction of the LEmden on Cocos
Island, after it had destroyed about a
million pounds’ worth of our shipping
in the Indian Ocean; and then our
aurses were equal to any others in the
world, _Three of dhepy m Wangaratta
had done the right thing in marrying
the men they nursed back to life. The

school children n Victoria had contri-
huted £120000. and when the war
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buted £120000, and when the war
broke out Sir Jos. Cook promised
20,000 men, but that number wasg in-
creased to 417,000 soldiers, nurses and
sailors. Those dear boys whoge ser-
vices have been recognised in such 2
tangible way had played their part.
For those who did not admire the flag
the world is wide, and there was no
difesity jn getiing o ship and sailing
T der some othey flag.

ountry uQ
"[I?g :il‘:ilmse who wizhed to keep un-.jcr
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matters which should claim thelr at-
tention. (Applause.)’

The Rev. W. Brepton, in the name
of the Methodist body which he repre-
sented, congratulated the people of
Swanpool on the loyalty™ they dis-
played to their nien and their Empire,
Great things had been aceqiplished
in the past, but greater things were
ahead, and if we were to Progress we
must see that no eyil power came be-
tween the fulfilment of gur hopes.
(Applause.)

our flag we offered them hospitality.
He l'hef:.' proceeded (o deal with the
malter of armaments, and the present
outlook in the Pacific. Great Britain
was gt presept expending 10 per cent.
of her: revepue g1y her navy, and it
was to her navy that our 'ym.tg{ was
due. The United States was also £x-
pending 10 per cent, but Japan was
expending a thir of hed revenue.
Did the Japanese do that for the {1;:1 of
v There was & huge  BOPUIECh
of 70.000.000 within a few days' £3i] of
Australia, but before the war it was
regarded by our encmies as the Ger--
man prize. Our papylation 1s just a
little over 5,000,000, and our territory
is slightly larger than that o the
United States, which has 110,01 000.
He thought that those who could read
between the lines could see if there
were any sense in his remarks, The
Deience Bill was i

The proceedings then terminated,
and the Chairman invited the visl-
tors to afternoon tea, which was pro-
vided by the committee.

coming on in the
House of Representatives, and it was
for them to give it support. The
Prime Minister had sone Home to a
conference in London, and one thing
that was to be considered was {he re-
newal of the Japanese treaiy in a form
(it was hoped) that would be favour-
able to England, Japan and America.
In the late war the Japaanese conpvoyed
our soldiers home, and thev played the
game, They might have been paid
for it; no doubt they were. If the
treaty is favorably renewed we could
carry on; if it is not, the mother coun-
try is not going to give up, and she
would assess he ddmluiqns;j}utiﬁ on
the other hand things went right, then
the money could be spent in the deve-
lopment of Australia. These were
matters \-.:rl'xliv_:h .5hm':5_r.;l claim their at-
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