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. MEMORIAL-TO PRIVATE SAM
OLIVER AT MILAWA,

The Library Hall, Milawa, was filled
by & very representative audience to wit-
uess the unveiling of. the marble tablet to
the memory of Private S8am Oliver of the
Third Yushmen's Contingent, who was
pkilled at Hustenberg during one of the
gugarements of the South African war,
aud who belaved with great gallantry on
hat ocession,

Mr, J. F. Brown, president of the
Uxley. Shire, occupied the chair, and in
front of the platform was an excellent
portrait of Prvate Oliver taken from &
ghntﬂgrn. h.

The CHATIRMAN said.the committes
of the meworial found a very ready re-
sponse to the progosal to perpetuate the
memory of the brave conduct of Private
Uliver, and he was pleasad to ses so good
an attendance. He then called upoa

Mr. J. BOWSER, M.L.A., who said
they had met to honor the weaary of a
brave man. Indoing so they (ollowed
the custom of our mation to make a
lasting memorial of valor and of obedience
unto death. No higher tribute could be
made to the memory of any man than to
have his name so cherished amongst his
own people i the place where, boy and
man, hu%nd lived and played and worked.
Private S8am Oliver was well known to
them all. It would be presumption for
him to speak of his personal qualities in
the presence of many of his dearest
frienda, but this he  conld say, he was a
good son and & blithe spirit, quick and
faithfal to the call of duty. 'Thess quali-
ties hiad distinguished him in the feld
whon he was pub to the fiery test of battle
at Rustenburg. The words of his com-
manding officer in his lutter to the be-
reaved parents were :—** Your son be-
baved with much gallantcy, but was sar-
rounded by the enemy and shot down,
He was vory popular with us all.”
Another letter from a cowrads showed
that the Bushmen had been surrounded
by the euemy in very strong force—some
308 Roers to 300 Australians—and Pri-
vate Oliver and two others wern placed in
charge of the led horses—a dangarous
post for which only cool and stesdy men
are chosen, sinee the main fire of the
Boers is directed at the horses, They
stood there for several houra seeing the
horses shot arouund them, At last the
sargeant and Private Oliver and another
mnga a rush-at the_fiery’ circle to’ save
some of the horses—202 horses lind been
shot down at this stage, Whenthey moved
out the fira of their Hnahmius wag conesn-
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out the fire of their enemies was eoneon-
tewted wpon” them. Death was a cer-
tainty. ‘They gave their lives fur their
comrades, - To die was to die greatly,
and although it was no more than hun-
dreds of our brave troopa have dons with
witha light heart in this protracted but
necessary war, it was a deed worthy to be
perpatnated in the furm which had been
whosen here, worthy to ba remembered by
his -comrades with a kindling sense of
pussesdion and £o be an example of heroic
conduct  to future generations in  this
‘Alice. What did this sallant sct teach us?
Tt reminded ua that in the valor of ‘the
single soldier lies the safety of our nation.
firave acts like that of Private Oliver
multiplied in thousands of our men had
made our country great among the nations
of the world —great in war a5 she was in
perca, From Watarlon to tha South
African war this intrepid spirit had dis-
tinguished our soldiers in the field, The
shadow of this loss would - fall most
hearily uppn the home of Private Oliver.
His parents and sisters had the entire
‘sympathy of their many friends in this
sad buersavement. No words that he
might utter could assuage their sense of
lnss, but in time to come when thay
lookéd upon this tablet placed in cur
midst to the memory of their son, the
pride of e might be & bulm to grief.
They would feel more strongly than was
nnw possille the honor which thair gal-
lant son had wnon in his death., Tha
‘speaker then draw the cord and. unveiled
the marble tablet, saying: It i3 now my
privilege to unveil this tablet to the
memory of Private Sam Oliver, to be in
your midst a lasting memorial of his
valor. - -
The tablet which is of white ' marble, on
 gronnd of grey matble, is set in the wall

‘of the Library Hall near the platform.

Over the insoription is sculptured the de-
sign of a'rifla and headdress of the Bush-
men's Contingent, and the following wurds
in black letters’: — i

& 'Pg the memory of Private Sam Oliver,
member of the Vietorian . Bushmen’s
Onrps, who was killed whils Bghting for
Queen and Empire ot Rustenburg, -South
Africa,; July 22nd, 1900."

Mr. J. WOLSTENAOLME, J.P., siid
hie took the melancholy pleasure of con-
tributing & few remarks of respect to the
memory of the late Private Sam Oliver.
That he was brave apd courspeous he
knew, slshoueh he would not add that he
wan faarlnas (hocinsa all men warn sab-
ject to fesr under cartain conditions)
‘But a proof that he would adhere to his

‘duty in trying circumstances cume under
et I, SRR el r H
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‘duty in trying circumstances cyme under
his (the speaker’s) own observarion.  His
father snd he ware burniug s kila of
bricks for him when Sam was only 15
years of age, It was the last day thas the
kiln had to he fired, consequeatly it was
red hobt. There was a fieres hot wind
blowing s perfect sirocco from the north.
Mr. Oliver collupsed of was strusk down
by a blast from the fire-hole of the kiln.
Sam got his father under sover and atten.
ded to him, and then went back to do his
father's work and his ewn. When he
(the speaker) returned from Beechworth
in the evening, - he found that Sam had |
|also been struck down with the combined
|affects of a ferce sun, hot wind, and a red
hot kiln. He had fought tha timber into
those smelting.firesholes as long as he
gould stand upon his fest. This proved
to him that a boy of 16 who could do that
had true grit in him, and that *' the by
was father to the man.” The tablet was
of more importance, more significance,
anid should be of more interest to the
public. generally than all the tombstones
in the Milawa Cemetery, They saw b

the inscription that he fought and die

for the British Empiro—the British peo-
#la. We wara a noriion of thosa paople,
therefore he foucht and died for us, and
as long as that tablet remained on that

down to posterity with honor and respect.
He hoped that that reflection would con-
gole hiz sorrowing parents, aloug wirh
the fact that they had the sympathy and
respect of all who were acquainted with,
DBk, (oo e S & T i e
tﬁ%[r.' W. R. DOIG remarked that while
they all regretted the loss. of Private
‘Oliver, and sympathised with Me. and
Mrs. Oliver in their sorrow, they wers
glad to know that ons of. themselves had
acquitted himself so well in the field.
Fam Mipar showad the kind nf man he
was by making over almost. the: whole of
his pay to his mother before he left Mel-|
bourne. That was an act which he thought
warthy to be rememhered equally with his
bravery in defence of the Empire.

Mre. G, H. BROWN suid Qo was very
pleased to be present at this interesting
commemorative cersmony. He thought
it 'a fit and becowming thing that they
should provide for the keeping green in
our memories the deeds of that brave man
who, with thit modesty that becometh a
hero, went forth from amongst us without
show or parade to give his services to his
Quesn and countey 1 vk nbur or heea
—prepared to underge aod endurse all the
hardships and privations inseparable from
tha lifé of a soldier on active service, and’
tn da his duty to the wvery death.
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to dao his duty to the very death.
¢ Graater love hath no man than this,
that & mun Iny down his lifs for his
friends ;" and surely no further proof|
of o man's patriotism_was required than
the Iaying down of his life for his
country, a8 did he in honor of whose
memory they were assembled aud this
indelible memorial erected. Ha trnsted
it would continze fu tell ila sad and
simple story fonmany generatious yet to
gome. His mightnot hare besu the deed
that wins an empire, bubt Private Oliver
was one of that noble and gallant band of
Australinns who by their daring deeds of
valonr did more perhapsthan aught elze
during the past century to add fresh

lustre aud prestige ta that mighty empire

 to which h:q

3 L e

ouripoii}- bjut”snd privi
lege to belongi= ort time sgo it

. wus said of this fair ad favored land of
~ours, that it was a country withoat a his.
| tory, but the deeds of thoso brave fellows

alone would furnish material for as bright
& Ppage in our history as uny pation could
boast, and their gallsnt services in excep-
tionally trying circumstances would, he
balieved, have done wure to coment the
units of this vast empire than could have
been sccomplished by any other means
&urmi the past B0 yesrs. He was sure
that they all desply sympathised with the
parents and other relatives and friends « f
the late Private Oliver, and although/
nothing could ever compensate them for
the loss of their brave son, brother nudi
friend, he hoped that they would at least
derive some consolation from the fact that
he died like a true soldier, at his post,
and that his services to his Queen and
country had been duly sppreciated by s
grateful people, and that his memory
would be perpstusted by the indelible
record which nuw adoras the walls of the
Milawa Free Library. .

#r. C. W. LLOYD, J.P. (whose son |
Arthur is mow serving in South Africa)
said, Sam Oliver was just the kind of
young fellow—to make a soldier. The
letters received by Mr. Oliver from South
Africa testified to the heroism of thair
gon in the field in & very trying time.
They showed thut when the Boers had
him and Sergeant Guodman practically
under their ritles they called upon them
tu surcender. The answer was ** No
surrender,” and they galloped forward to|

their death. It was a brave act and one
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their death. It was a brave act and one
worthy to ba treasured in the heurts of
his countrymen, Mr. Lloyd concluded
with the following sppropriate verses com-
posed for the oceasion :—

Ha like & sgldier fell
n Afrie's distant sliora,

1]
Fichting for hia [k
.Egn.inul: the subtle Boer,
He like n soldiar f#ll
On Afrie’s sunuy flold

Ha scorned the word * Surrender’
Or ta the fos to siakl. J

Intent on duty's call— - =
The Liorss of hig squad—

Hiy life blood flewed, to enrth ke foll,
His spirit soared to God.

Rev.' Mr. WADK, Chureh of England,
said he desired to express on behalf of
that hody tha sympathy which they-felt
for Mr. and Mrs. ©liver and their family
in the great loss which they had.sus.
tained. ; '

Lisut, AHERN said the couduct of the
Australians in South Africa had dispelled
the idea held by many people in Great
Britain that . the Australians could not
equal their forebears in bravery, They had
shown that they had all the courage and
a koowledge of bush warfare as well. On
behalf of J. Company he tendered the
sympathy of the company to the bereaved
parents, and apologised for not being in
anifurm. He had not received sofficient
notice to be able to get permission from
head-guarcters, whiaga wag Decessary in
guch cases, -

Mr. G. H. BROWN proposed that.
this meeting express its deep sympathy
with Mr. and Mrs. Oliverin tE&h: bereave-
ment, —Seconded by Mr. R. QOULPH and
carried. :

Mr. BOWSER moved a vota of thunks
to Mr. Fred. Stewart, the hon. secretary,
who had suggested the tablet, to the
commibtes who had carried out the move-
ment,.. and  te the chairman for Lhe
able wayin which he had discharred the
duties of the chair.—Ourried with accla-
mation, - :

The audience then rose and sang-** God

Bave the King." led by Mr..I'. Simpson,
and the proceedings terminated.
During the evening appropriabte songs
were rondered by Messrs. T, Simpson, R,
Marka, and Miss Mabel Brown oplaved
the accompaniments.—

-t Chronicle.” ~
e ——
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