MARYBOROUGH PIONEERS.
—
IMPRESSIVE MEMORIAL,
TRIBUTES TO THE DIGGERS.

Large Assemblage at Ceremony.

By CUR SPECIAL REPRESEXNTATIVE,

| MARYBOROUGH, Supday. — On sn
| autirm day T8 youte smgo three wandering
jesgii-kers found bl at the White Hilis,
thep pertion of o sast Ton controlbal by
the Bimmach family of squaiters, in Central
Victorin, Within a rew months the Fich
gl ialds af Marslsgougly, Dunolly, and
Al were oproed. To-doy, in Lirallia kit
punabine, deacemlants of the diggers of the
e mnd Bs gathetedl m thousatids
at Maryborotgh for the unveiling of & BLrik-
i memarial o the men aml women whiu
faid the foundations of a “aving Lowo.

Brsted Hall, an eminence overlooking the
Las certmindy not carried such &
[ throng of people sinee the days, long age,
| when diggera assemhled und scarred e
| quicl elipes Townepenple were reinforced
by residents of the agritultural arems, arul
kv those Trom dreaming villages whach onee
were theobbing goliltivlds. There were als
lmany visitors from Moeibourne and other
parte o ¥irtoria.

The memorial fower 1« an ardequate mons-
mient, Erectod at & vost of about £804, it
may be regarded as o half-brother 1o the
Fyreks memorial at Ballarat which com-
memorates an historic event which eccurved
abonit Eix monthe after Maryborough haid
e prociaimed & town, woel  bad  been
named by Mr. Daly, s goldfield eommis
gioner, afler hia native town io freland.
Surmounling & masiive Lnee ate six lorge
FEﬁLLI.LI,I::'r]}_j_.EI_.IiI, alaive which rises an impor:
ing tower, whirh, 8000, alwve the crest ol
the hill, commuands a view of the whole |
of Marvborough aud ef the red Char-}
jutte plains. A remarkable feiture of the |
tower i+ u wpiral staifwiy of stone, Thi
was once portion of the lurge Murylorough
gaol, which has wow Lecn dimgmantiod and
turped into & bigh echool, swl into com-
fortable homes, Decorative {vatures of the
memopial include representstions of & ol
a shovel, and s wining dish, and peveral
verses from a poem by [Menry Luwson,
The first vorse 19 as {ollows:—

i, whe would painl = goldfeld,
And fomn the gociure eights
As we have noion geei |
In early worning's light ™
Aesting-place of Pioneers,

Altogettier the memeril w noblio aod dis-
Gipetive, It vests on ou pick-scarred Izl
which “diggers’” of a luter day — the former |
wildiers of Maryborousgh — declate rominils |
them strongly of cotiuin bills on Gaullipel |
The memorial looks down diectly upon the)
et Marsborough conmcierd, o small D
elogury which wae hised  more than G0
years ago, Almicst ull the graves tack head- |
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years ugo, Almiost ull the graves lack head- |
gtones but w vross SHE o length by 1096
in width has been built 1 the centie of Lhe
burial-ground,  The vross 8 composed of
white guarts st in concrete, [y Hes ot on
the ground, but stawds out sirikingly o,
the old Luryingplace, Toaday u wreath |
wan placed on the eroes o plemmory of the
unknown pioneers resting there,

Preceded by the Mary borough Hrase Band
& [rocessioh composer]l principally of vime
tore from Melbourne marched to Brisiol
Hill, where the mseembloge was welcomend
fon heholi of the Fuoneers' Memorial Cone
mittes by the chairman (M. I, 8 Fisher).

After an address had been given by m
representative of the committos (Me. H. V.l
Nunni, who said thet the memorial was
intended to da homage to poneers of all’
patienalities, the presdent of the Mary
| porough Old Hoys and Girls” Assoviation
(iMr, W. Morrie, of Melbourne) waid that
old residents everywhere Look pride in the
memoris), No hstory of Australis would
be complete without sdequate reforence 1o
| the diggers of the early days, and oo his-
tory of the diggings could neglect the rich
''Maryborough district, which had produced
| vant guantities of pold, ivcluding the Tumous
| "Weleome Btranger'' vugget. Descendanta
of fomsickers of the district hod made their
marks in ecience, wrt, music, snd litsrature
throughout Australia,

“This memorial really paye trilute (o the
whole of the pioneers of Australia,” said
Mr. Gibsom, M.H.R, "It was coieeived,
firetly. ta commemorsie the pioneers;
weeoidly, to beautifly the tewn: and, thardly,
1o relieve unmemployment. ANl of these ohbe
jectives have been achieved."  He reealled
that it had been eloimed thot gold was
firet found im Vietoria in 1850, ai Amberst,
peven miles from Maryberough, The pioneer-
ing fosmickers had faced difficulties which
watild probably have sppalied many people
of to-day.

The official opening ceremony was per-
formed by Mr. Frost, M.L.A,, who paid a
warm tribute to the ploneers, who, he said,
had beep courageous and splendidly inde-
pendent, He mentioned the work of clergy-
men and doctors, who had gone to the dig-
gings snd established churches and hos
pitals. “The golden age of Maryborough
has not yet passed,’” he added. “When the
deep leads and the quartz recla are vx-
ploited mueh gold wiil be Found, and un-
employment will be bamshed "

Records Plaoed In Vaul.

A eviinder containing records thi
oecapion, including a copy ef “The Argus’
of Baturday, containing am article on Mars-
borough pioneers, was placed m the vault
of the tower by AMrw, 1. Wilson, aged 85
years, who han lived in the town {for almost
the whole of her life,

The eceremony concluded with the formal
presentation of the memorial to the mayor
{Councillor J. R. Bryant) by Councillor 8.
Poole, oo bebhalf of the Pioueers’ Memorial
Committee, and of the Unemployment
Reliel Committee, the iwo organisations
which raised the funds necessary for tha
grection of the memorial. To-night the
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weection of the memorial.  Touight ihe
memorial in food-lit,
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