Speedway Fatality
RECORD HOLDER KILLED

gty

Henry Rennie’s Last Ride
A-

The Cessnock Speedway, which
uring the short period it has been
in existence, has gained an enviable
reputation for safeiy and haw won
high enconiums from experts, was
the scene of & tragicnl ocourremce !
the Club Camival omr=Totoesdry
‘wagivd, resuiling in the death of =
brlaant rider, . Rennis, of Mus-
wellbrook, who en the provions Sai-
ufday night established the track
record, standing <tart, of 2.18 for
twe tles. .

On Wednesdny night Rennic’s luck
weemed (o be out from the beginning.
The stur.item on the programme was
n special challenge match race, two
wilesy from a rolling start, between
Kennie, the record holder (LOM.
Douglas) and L, Melville, of Quune-
Jdah, winner of the Majtland £100
Derby (8 Harley). In the toss-up
Heanie lost nnd Melvilie chose insiide

powiticn.

When the two men came on to the.

mark they were loudly cheered. Mr,
C'mmeron, the starter, adidressing
them, said, “Remember vou're cob-
bers; win or lose, let the best man
'win™. It being a rolling start it was
necessary for the two eompetitors {o
ride o lan, and Mr. Camoron  asked
them to endeavar tn be on  even
termsa crossing the line at the com-
Yiletion of the preliminary lap, from
which the rolling start counnted.

Both men evidently were deter-
mined to endeavor to layally observe
those conditions, hot Reanie's loek
was still out, for at the actual start
Melville, had :he advantage, his back
tyre being leve] with Ren*ie's frunt
tyre. Melville got well in the lead
and put up a remarkeble  perform-
wance, with Rennis is hot pursuit,

Melville coniinued in the lead and
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Melville eoniinued in Lhe lead and
in the last lap it was upparent that,
hitr accident, he was cerlain Lo win.
Hennie, however, riding with dave-
devil reckleasness, went flat out, and
ruaming the tnrr into the strajght

the crash cam?,
Rennie ran ont wide, striking the

fonce with terrifle force, His ma-
vhine hurtled in the aiv, his bead
struok the fence, and he received

fatal injuries, A panel of the fenre
was smashed and the maching com-
pletely wrecked.

The hospital ambulance car and
members of the ambulance class were
upon the scens immediately, The
injured rider was placed in the car
‘mnd taken to Lthe houpital, but had
passed away before the institution
was reached. A vcouply more events
pf the Motor Handican were run,l
and at 10 minutec past 10, when the |
men were on the mark to start in the
third semi-final the megaphane stew-
mrd anmounced, “The carmival has'
been declared off. Rennie’s dead”.

This asncuncement was made
immediately a message was received
from the hospital., It was a sorrow-
ful crowd thot wended ils way oual |
of the gates, and right thmughout
the town since there have been gen-
eral expressions of regrat at the sad
oocurrence and sympathy with the
fine young sportsman’s relatives.
His father nna cther members of the
danuly and other friends had come
specially from Muswelibrouk Lo see
Wim ride. Very deep sympathy is
felt for thoa,

As showing the great performance
that was pat up by both these voung
yiders—Rennis was only 19 -t may
ie pointed out that Rempie's track
vecord, from a standing starl, wa»s
218 FFom a rouing stArealéniuids
»n Wednesday night carved out the
|wo miles in 2.14. The rolling start
record for the travk is held by Ceeil
Brown, the Ameriean rider, namely
2123, but that was established !n
caylight. Riding under eleciric
light Melville got within a sceond
arl & hald of Ulrown's daylight
record. Motoring experts agres thal

T S tha nrach asonreed
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recori. Motonng eXperis agres jums
at the time the crash occurred
Rennie must have been riding at a
paee of about 70 miles an honr. His
was a great perfonmance, but un-
fortunately ended tragioally. |

. The Districv Coroner, Mr. Oeo.
Brown, visited the hospital and alter
viewing the hody gave an order for
ramoval to the deceasadl’s father's
home, The nursing =taff of the
hospital gave most areditable nnd
wympathetie nesistance in moking
the necessary preparations and the
body was conveysd as soon Bs pos-
wible to Muswellbrook by the hus-
pital mmbulance car.
The funsrt. was arranged to take
this afternoon, und s being
nstended by the direotors of the
Spesdway, who, it is needles to soy,

are deeply grieved over the -sad
happesing. An inquest will be held

at the Cessnook Court House :ua:ﬂl
Weilnesday morning. |

The decessed wax the secomd son.
of Mr. J. H. Hennie, mansger of
Ttennie Motor and Enginesring Co.,y
Muswellbrook. He was born nd
Newenstle and had resided mt Mus-
wellbrook sbout 12 years. He was
En foarless rider of great promise, &
‘young wan who had a_mn& the
Avigheot. sanpoot, of all wha knew bis,
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