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THE GOVERNOR AT

SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL.
UNVEILED.

Mount Barker, Decanter 24.

His Excelleency the Governor (Sir Tom
Bridges) visited Mount Barker this after-

noon for the purpose of unveiling the

Soldiers' Memorial which has

just been erected by the people of Mount
Barker and district, in honor of those
who laid doirn their lives in the Great

iVar. The -ceremony was performed in
the presence of about 1.000 people, amongst

?ahotu were parents and relatives of many
of the fallen soldiers. A platform had
been erected in front of the monument for

the choirs, which led the singing. On
the stage were chairs for his Excellency,

the caairman of the District Council (Mr.
W. L. McDonald), the chairman of the
monument committee (Mr. A. C. Daw1),
clergy, and members of Parliament. Mr.
H. S. Hudd was the only Parliamentarian
present. Apologies -were received from
the Hon. G. K. laffer and Brigadier-

General Weir. A guard of honor, con

sisting of about 30 returned soldiers,

under lieutenant E. O. Hughes, was

formed up at the front of the monument.
After inspecting the men, his Excellency,
who was attended by Captain Haxnble
ton, A.D.C., took his seat.

An address of welcome was presented to
the Governor by Mr. W. It. McDonald,
who said Mount Barker had been greatly
honored, as it was generally understood
that tbat was his Excellency^ first offi
cial visit to atiy country town. He
hoped the journey by road from Adelaide
would make a pleasant and lasting im
pression on his Excellency's memory, as

they were very proud of the hill? and
the rich, fertile land contained therein. It
?was appropriate that Mount Barker
should have the honor of welcoming him
first in the country, as it was known by
many as the old English town of South
Australia- Its climate, park lands, and

paddocks gave it quite on English appear
ance. They extended to "his Excellency
a hearty Australian welcome, not only
because he ?as the representative of the
King, but because he was a soldier, whose
name and deeds in the great war were

known to them all. (Applause.)
In presenting an address of -welcome

from the peopled Mr. McDonald said it

-was in some respects unique in. that the
animal supplying the skin from which thej
address case 7as made was groan in the
district, and the hide Tras prepared in
the local tannery. The wording on the

parchment was: —"To nis Excellency the
Governor (Sir George Tom Motesworth
Bridges. K.C.M.G., C.8.. D.5.0.). Your

Excellency—On the occasion of your first

official visit to a district outside the

metropolitan area, we, the (chairman and
members of the District Council of Mount

Barker, on behalf of tie residents of ihel
district, extend to your Excellency and

Lady Bridges a very hearty welcome. We j

assure your Excellency of our unswerving'
loyalty to the throne and person
of his Majesty the Bang. This
is well exemplified by the object

is well exemplified by the object
of your .visit, which is to unveil,

a memorial to these gallant dead "who
enlisted from 'this district and fell in the
Great War. Xo fewer than 310 men

volunteered from this district, and .we

grieve that 40 of them paid the supreme
sacrifice:' Depending so much as does this
?district- on the primary products of the
soil agriculture is to it of first import
tance, and it. is the oldest agricultural
centre in the State. As early as 1851
wheat groan in this district-was awarded
the champion gold medal at the world's

great exhibition in London, and ever

since it "has worthily- upheld ite reputa
tion. We trust that the sojourn in this
State of your Excellency and the mqm

bere of your family may be a happy and
contented one, and we asnre you of our

loyal support and co-operation in all

matters affecting the welfare of the
State." The address was signed on be
half of flic district council by - Messrs.
W. L. McDonald (chairman) and C. M.

Adey (district clerk). ......

l}is Excellency. replied:—As his
Majesty's -representative-:;! thank yon
most heartily for the expressions of loy
alty and devotion to the throne and
person of his Majesty the King. OnDe
haif of my family and myself I thank you
for your hearty welcome, and for your

good iwinhes for our stay in this country.
It is gratifying to iearn that the pre
sent generation. worthily follow the

proud traditions of this important centre

of production. I am pleased' to hear of
the part taken by your district in the
Great War. I can assure you of my in
terest in your community, and my sup

port in your endeavors towards develop
ment and progress. . -

Mr. A. C. Daw, chairman of the Memo
rial Committee, then asked his Excellency
to nnveil the memorial, and this was done
'midst an intense sileace. The Governor
formed a striking figure as he saluted the

monument, paying a silent tribnte to the
gaJlant dead.

The Rev. A. H. Reynolds conducted a

short service of dedication.
Hid Excellence in addressing the as

sembly, said:—We are met here to-day to

pay a tribute to the memory of the men

of Mount Barker and district who died
for liljerty and love of country, during tV*
ivorld rar. They were men of spirit and
enterprise, and worthy followers of the
trail blazed by Captain Collett Barker, of
the British Annr, who discovered the fer
tile plains where your wheat stows to
day-, and who, like these men, cave up b:s
life in an act of daring and devotion to
?duty. The monument that I have had
the honor to unveil to the memory of
these heroes has been erected at this spot
in order that it may arrest attention, and
tell those who pass by to pause and think
of the dead, who died that might lire.
If ever you are disposed to cavil and com

plain of the norid as you find it since the
war, remember that had it not been for
these men and their like, who volunteered
at the call of danger, the British Em
pire would have ceased to exist, and Aus
tralia, herself nrould have been to-day un

der the thraldom of a foreign Power. Let,
therefore, the true memorial of these
brave men repose in the hearts, and be
shown ia the lives of those who remain.
It is for them to prove that this sacrifice
is not forgotten, and that the dead died
not in vain.

The National Anthem was sung b-o- the
assemblage, and the Rev. H. E. Dwyer
delivered an address. Remembrance was
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delivered an address. Remembrance was

made of all xho offered their lives in the
service of their country by the Rev. R.
Bowerine. followed by a special remem

brance of those whose names appeared on

the monument by the Rev. C. Doley.
After the Benediction had been pro
nounced wreaths were placed at the foot
of the monument. One which stood out

conspicuously- was of laurel, made by Mis.
Choat, who had five sons at the front.

His Excellency chatted for a few mo

ments with residents before returning to
Adelaide.

Mr. H. S. Hudd, MVP., remarked that
the ceremony was particularly impressive,
and one of the best conducted he had yet
had the pleasure of attending. The monu

ment is a striking one, erected at the top
end of Gawler-street, on \,h?! Adelaide
road. The figure is that oi an infantry
man, cut o� of Italian marble, and stands

15 ft. high. The base is ol granite, Tith
sets of white. The cost was �330, eU of
which trai raised by public subscription.
ihe committee are to be congratulated on

the efficient manner in which the ar

rangements were carried out.


