ey

zirhur‘-l)uy at Amphi-
theatre,

THE ANZAC AVENUE,

(From oar Correspondent),

Arbor Day hna always beon a red-lotiap
day in the your st Amphitheatrs, Lot thia
year it stands oub in greater prominenes
than bafore for, on that day, Amphithestrs
residonts plunted an Anzac avenue in honor
of tho distriet bove who have laft the land
of the Bunny South for overseas to fiht in
the ¢anes ul'?'riihl. and freadom. The jden
lind boan mooted aarly In the year, anmid was
eagerly teken ap by all concerned. Tha
Lexton shire couneil, nlways to the fore in
any movemant for Lha gnndnc{ the distriet,
gove financial sopport. Working = 'luoes”
were held, when all sorts and esnditions of
men worked side by mide, anzious only
about one thing—that the avenue shoald bs
such as wonld do honor to our loved ones
ir BWAY. & Kol and Stadd en-
thorisetically shouldered the direction of
affairs, and were ably assisted by a host of
willing workera. Itspeaks volumes for tha
gnthusiasin of thoss eoncorned thal, ona
week day afternoon, otlose on 40 men left
their own work asnod spent Lhe Lime in
atrenuous toil at the avenue, anl repeated
the performunce on the following Satorday,
AL variooa other Gimes individual workers
might be seen “‘doing their bit," The
result wos that on Arbor Day, Tharsday
laat, mone Gity-nine ulum.i{ guards atood
erected oo Lhe main road, Gity-six boing for
Anzacs, whilst the three additional ones
wers for the couomlors representivg (e
went riding, without whose help the carry-
ing ot of the secheme might havebeen much
more difficult, Fortanately an obd Amplij
boy, MrE T Qu:‘yle. was temmporarlly in
charge of the Commonwealth Weather
Burean and, theugh not able to sopply s

with o perfect day, gave oa the best saniple
he hnd in stoek, and for that we arp
dualy grateful.

Froogedings commenced at 1 p.m., when
residents began lo wend their way to tha
scens of operstions.  Guoarda had  been
labelled and the trees placed in readiness
kor ﬂlmiug_m that, when Cr B W Laid|aw
explained what had w be done, no timo
was wasted in getting o work. Soongrooge
werd saan ronnd the goands, wihile "E‘qu:"
ar “Dad," or “Hia girl," with thooghts
lar away, planted m lasting memorial o the
boy who wad npholding the nation's hooor.
At the completion of this, races wers Leld,
in which the Anzacs of the future and their
gislers competed with moch earnestness
amid the cheers and advice of the oolookers,
Then came afternoon ten, dounbly weleame
o aegonnt of the bitterly cold wind thay
was making it presence felt, Neighbour
£8l by neighbour, and dissuesed matlecs of
motual intereat, whdle & bevy of lndies at-
lended to their wants, By this time, lats
arrivals had plented their trees, sod Lhe
main work ol the day waa over.

Cr B W Laidlaw, tha popalar preaident

wldhae ahice dhea elebaile deatliolo wk o
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Cr & W Laidlaw, tha popalar prealdent
of the shire, ihen officially declared tha.
avenoe open.  He mald they wers celebra-
ting Arbor Day and Empire Day and, im
portant a8 Arbor Day was initsell, it grinwd
an importance that day from Lthe work they
had done and the parpose for which it wis,
done. The present stage ol the war wis
extramely eritical for, with the practicdl
withdrawal of Rogsin, grester responsibili-
Liee rested on the Allles, He wias prieved
to see that, while 10,000 mon would crowil
to a boxing cantest al Lho Beadign, reeru)l-
log wan falling o He wos prowd to b
there that day. but hie plessure was minglsd
gitly sadng for they bad plamted in the
avenns broea Kluree. 8 who, would not
eeturn bo aee thewm, mnd wis B Lhat
the hearts of 8l went oul o svmpathy e
the three widowed moethers who mowrned
Cirels momd,  Ade doepead Ofad dhey omigdin o
abls Lo extend the avensp By reason of
further enlist menta. y

Cr J Quavie eaid that, while the avenon
marked onr apprecistion of the services of
uur soldier lads, it wow impossible to re-
ward adequately such work as they had
done mnd were J%:ing. But the treea would,
Ferve Lo keep their memory green, He then
explained the principle upon whigh names
bad een included, sod defined, whal was
Isank b{} Lthe Ampliltheatoe disteiet,

Ur B Neil spoke on beball of the sehool
committes, and beartily endorsed all that
thie previous i[-u-krralm:l.mid.. The avenne
wonld remind fujure generations-of what
their borelathers hod Whan peass
was declared they hoped to plant & *‘Peace™
AVenLue.

Private 8, Firos, n Gallipoli Ausae, spike
wi ehall of the AN A, and the Anescs. Hoo
Anid that he felt & s ‘Guaure ln mpeak-
g on bebnlf of the AJN.A., fur that As-
sotislian had earnostly advombed foraatry,
snd this plactiog of highways was a stop in,
the right direstion ¢ falt mre that the
lads wh enlisted from Amphithoatre wail,
nut for rewards, bat 1o uphtd the oation's
fiag, mud to protect their motherd, sisierd,

and wwosthearts.  {Applanss),

Mr Eunis muoved & Ea.rt.y vota of thanke
to the upeskers ¢ Mr Stodd o the ladies wha,
had provided cefrashraonts st the workiog
“bacs" ; Mre 5. Firos to the teacher, Mg
Rusacll, who had initisted the schoma.

It may be moeniioned that the trees and
pruets fur the ganrds wors donated by varivus
rosidents, wiple the Rbire Cugncil provided
the wire nelting, barb wire, ste, e tries
E‘iuu.l insignis} ewmae 1o for a good deal of

vurabls somment, aod refloot gredt credit
on their grawar, Mre Nicholls, of Ballacat,

N ———
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